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OLD IRONSIDES. 
ws BY JAMES FENNIMORE COOPER, 
_.In the course of the events con- 
nected with the naval history and the 
naval glory of the country, this. ship 
has become so. renowned by her ser- 
vices and her success as to be entitled 
to have her biography. written, as 
well as those,who have gained dis- 
tinction on her deck. Half a cen- 
tury has endeared her to the nation, 
and her career may be said to be co- 
existent as well as coequal in fam 
with that of the service to which she 
be It is seldom, indeed, that. 
ever come to love and re- 
4 e machine as this vessel 
is loved and.,respected among the 
Americans,.and we hope the day may 
be far distant when this noble frigate 
will, cease to, occupy her place on 
the list.of the marine of the republic. 
_It is getting to be an honor, of itself, 


to have commanded her, and a long 


_catalogue of names belonging to gal- 


-lant.and skilful seamen, has already § 


_been gathered into the records of t 

past, that claim this enviable distinc- 
tion. Among them we find those of 
Talbot, Nicholson, Preble, Decatur, 
Rogers, Hull, Bainbridge, and others, 
“sea captains renowned for their cour- 
age. enterprise, and devotion to the 
flag. Neither disaster nor disgrace 
-eyer befell any man who filled this 
honorable station, though the keel of 
this bold craft has ploughed nearly 
every sea, and her pennant has been 
seen abroad in its pride, in the hostile 


resence equally of the Briton, the 


renchman, and the Turk, © 
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The celebrated craft, of which we 
are now about. to furnish a historical 
sketch, was built under’a law that was 
approved by Washington, himself, as 
President, March. 27th, 1794... This _ 
law, which, authorized the construc- 
tion of six. frigates, the commence- 
ment of an entirely. new marine, that 
of the Revolution having been alto- 
gether laid aside, was a consequence 
of the depredations of the Dey of Al- 
giers upon the commerce of the na- 
tion, The keel of one of the. four 
largest of these frigates was laid down 
at Boston, and was named The Con- 
stitution. Her rate was that ofa foy- 
ty-four, though she was to be what.is 
called a single-decked ship, or ‘0 pos- 
sess but one gun deck, in addition to 
her forecastle and quarter deck. In 
the last century, it was, not unusual 
to construct vessels. of this rate, 
which carried batteries on two gun 
decks t-addition to those which were 
mounted on their quarter decks and 
forecastles;. but, in this instance, it 
was intended to introduce a new 
style of frigate-built ship, that should 
be more than equal to cope with the 
old-fashioned ships of the same rate, 


¢ besides possessing the advantage of 


, sailing faster on a wind and of stow- 
ing much more freely. The gun 
deck, batteries. of these four ships 
were intended to be. composed of thir- 
ty long twenty-four pound guns, 
while it was then very unusual for a 
frigate to carry metal heavier than an 
eighteen. This plan was carried out 
in three of the six new vessels; but 
owing to some mistake in getting out 
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the frame, that laid down at Norfolk, | 


which was also intended for a forty- 
four, was, in the end, the smallest of 
the thirty-sixes. This was the ill- 


fated Chesapeake, a ship of which : 
the career in the navy was almost as _ 
disastrous as that of the subject of 
our present memoir has been glorious” 


and successful. The unfortunate 
Chesapeake would seem to have been 
commenced in error, and to have ter- 
AE ourse much as it was 


for the three twenty-four pounder. 
frigates that were built under the 
law of 1794, belongs of right to Mr. 
Joshua Humphreys, ship-builder, of 
Philadelphia, and the father of the 
‘gentleman of the same name, who is 
now the chief naval constructor. We 
‘are not certain, however, that the idea 
of placing such heavy metal in frigate- 
built ships is due to him, for the Jn- 
dien, a ship built by order of Con- 
gress, at Amsterdam, during the war 
of the Revolution, had Swedish thir- 
ty-sixes in her, though she was not so 
long a vessel as either of those now 
built at home. As Mr, Humphreys 
was a builder of eminence at that 
time, however, it is possible his sug- 
gestions may have been attended to, 
even in that early day. The English 
certainly began to construct twenty- 
four pounder frigates at the close of 
the last, and near ‘the commencement 
of the present centuries, as is seen in 
the Cambrian, Acasta, Endymion, &c. 
Let these facts be as they may, there 
is no question that the plans of Mr. 
Humphreys produced three’ as fine. 
single-decked ships as were ever put 
into the water, and it would be diffi- 
cult to say which was the preferable 
vessel of the whole number. Two 
of them, after a lapse of half a cen- 
tury, still remain in service, and both 


are favorite cruisers with those who 


like fast, comfortable, and efficient 
ships. The. new frigates are all 
heavier, but’ this is almost the only 
superior quality of which they can 
properly boast. 

The builder who had charge of 
the Constitution, while on the stocks, 
was Mr.’Cleghorn; but the foreman, 


and - who was supposed to. 
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it of presenting the plans ° 


progress had been made in her con- 
struction, when a treaty ef peace was 
signed with the Dey of Algiers with- 


y 
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e the efficient mechanic, was Mr. 
artly, the father of the present na- 
val constructor,.and the builder of 


..the Argus brig, one of the finest ves-. 


sels of her class that ever sailed un- 
der the American ensign. 
Captains were appointed to each of 
the six frigates, as soon as their keels 
were laid, as indeed were several 
other subordinate officers. We may 
as well mention here, that the fol- 
lowing rule for regulating the rank 
of the inferior officers was adopted. 
The captains having ranks assigned 
them, by the dates or numbers of-their 
commissions, in the usual way, it 
was ordered that the senior lieuten- 
ant of the ship to which the senior 
captain’ was attached should rank all 
the other first lieutenants, and. the 
others should follow in the same or- 
der, down to the junior lieutenant of 
them all. The officer to whom the 
original command of the Constitu- 
tion was confided was Capt. Samuel 
Nicholson, a gentleman who had serv- 
ed with credit throughout the war of 
the Revolution, and once ‘had worn 
a broad pennant. This gentleman, 
however, is not to be confounded with 
his elder brother, Capt. James Nichol- 
son, who was at the head of the list 
of captains in the old navy, after Com. 
Hopkins was laid aside. Ca uel 
Nisholson was the second in rank 
among the six captains appointed by 
the law of 1794, and all the Constitu- 
tion’s officers subsequently obtained 
similar rank in consequence. | Barry 
alone ranked. Nicholson, and the Unit- 
ed States, may be said to have rank- 
ed the Constitution. 
The keel of the Constitution was 
ae on Charlestown Neck, and some 


out firing a shot, Of course’ this re- 
conciliation was purchased by tribute. 
Congress now directed that the work 
on three of the six new frigates 
‘should be stopped, while the remain- 
der were to be slowly completed. 
The three it was determined to com- 
plete were The States, Old Ironsides, 
and The Constellation. These three 
ships happened to be the most ad- 
vanced, and the loss would be the 


» 


es 
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them. 

Owing to these circumstances, the 
Constitution was more than two years 
on the stocks, though commenced in 
haste—a delay that probably had its 


influence in making her a better ship 


than she might otherwise have been. 
Nevertheless the work on her was 
more advanced than on either ship, 
and, but for an aecident, she would 
have added the distinction of bein 
the very first vessel of the new aaa 
permanent navy that was got into the 
water, to her other claims for renown. 
She stuck on the ways, and the States 
and Constellation were both launched 
before her. As it was, she was 
launched Sept. 20th, 1797. 

In the course of the session of 
Congress that succeeded, the rela- 
tions of the country with France be- 
came so seriously complicated, that 
jt was determined to repel the ma- 
ritime aggressions of the sister re- 
public by force. The sudden arma- 
ment of 1795 was the consequence, 
and vessels of war were equipped 
and sent to sea as fast as circum- 
stances would allow. Although one 
law was passed July Ist, 1797, “to 
man and employ the three frigates,” 
and another was passed: March 27th, 
1798, appropriating a considerable 
sum with a similar object, neither 
was the first vessel got o sea, though 
the Constellation was one of the first, 
and the States was not far behind her. 
This occurred in June and July, 1798. 
In the latter month, and on the 20th 
of the month, Old Ironsides was first 
moved under her canvas. She did 
not go to sea however, until the suc- 
ceeding month, the orders of Captain 
Nicholson to that effect having been 
dated Aug. 13th. 

On this, her first cruise, the officers 
and men attached to the ship amoun- 
ted to four hundred. The celebrated 
Preble, since the proudest name in 
American naval annals, was ordered 
to the ship as her original first lieu- 
tenant, but he got relieved from the 
duty, in consequence of some dislike 
of her commander, and never sailed 
in her until he did so with his broad 

ennant flying on board her. 

At that time a captain of such a 
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ship as the Constitution received: but 
$100 per month, pay, and eight ra- 
tions, or $2, per diem; a lieutenant 
received $40 a month and three ra- 
tions; midshipmen, $19 and one ra- 
tion; able seamen, $17 a month and 
ordinaries, $12. 4 

Nicholson sailed in August, 1798, 
carrying Old Ironsides into blue water 
for the first time. His crusing ground 
was on the coast extending from 
Henry to Florida, with orde: 
out for Frenchmen. But th ach, 
who were then at war with England, 
sent no heavy ships into the Ameri- 
can waters, and it was soon found 
useless to keep a vessel of the Con- 
stitution’s weight so near home. We 
find the ship, stllL under Nicholson, 
on the West India station at the close 
of the year, when she formed one of 
Barry’s squadron. If her captain had 
originally worn a broad pennant in 
her, which we much doubt, although, 
he appears to have had several small 
craft under his orders, it was now 
struck, Barry being the only com- 
modore of the windward squadron, 
while Truxton Nicholson’s junior by 
four, having the leeward. Little con- 
nected with the Constitution occurred 
during this cruise, or indeed through- 
out that war, of an importance to be 
noted. The luck of the ship had not 
commenced, nor was there much 
chance of any thing being done of 
éclat by a vessel of her force, under 
all the circumstances. The English 
were every where, while the French 
had lost so many ships already, that 
it was of rare occurrence to fall in 
with one of their frigates, By a 
singular fortune, the only two frigate 


“actions that took place in the whole 


of the quasi war with France fell to 
the share of one and the same ship, 
the Constellation, which took the In. 
surgente and beat off La Vengeance. 
The Constitution returned to Boston 
wigan te af Marea deaaiits! aot Abe «ber 
command was transferred to Talbot, 
who hoisted a broad pennant in her, 
as commodore of what. was called 
the St. Domingo station, On this 
cruise Hull sailed as first lieutenant. 

The second cruise of Old Ironsides 
commenced in August, 1799. Her 
orders were to go off Cayenne, in the 
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first place, where she was to remain | 


until near the close of September, 
when she was to proceed via Guad- 
aloupe to Cape Francois, at which 
point, Talbot was toassume the com- 
mand of all the vessels he found on 
the station. In the course of the 
season, this squadron grew to be six 
sail, three frigates and as many sloops, 
and brigs. — 

‘Two incidents occurred to Old 
Tronsides, while on.the St. Domingo 
station, that) are worthy of being 
noticed, the first being of an amicable, 
and the second of a particularly hos- 
tile character. 

While cruising to windward the 
island a strange sail was made, which, 
on closing proved to be the English 
frigate, the cae 

The commander of this ship and 
Com. Talbot were acquaintances, and 
the Englishman had the curiosity to 
take a full survey of thenew Yankee 
craft. He praised her, as no unpre- 
judiced seaman could fail to do, but 
insisted that his own ship could beat 
her on a wind.- After some pleasantry 
on the subject, the Enolish captain 
made the following proposition; he 
had touched at Madeira on his way 
out, and taken on board a few casks 
of wine for his own use. This wine 
stood him in so much a cask—now, 

“he was going into port to refit, and 
clean his bottom, which was a little 
foul; but, if he could depend on find- 
‘ing the Constitution on that station, a 
tew weeks later, he would join her, 
when there should be a trial of speed 
between the ‘two ships, the loser to 
pay a cask of the wine, or its price to 
the winner. The bet was made, and 
the vessels parted. 

At the appointed time, the 
reappeared; her rigging overhauled 
new sails bent, her sides painted, her 
bottom cleaned, and, as Jack express- 
ed it, looking like a new fiddle. The 
two frigates closed, and their com- 
manders dined together, arranging 
the terms of the cartel for the next 
day’s proceedings. ‘That night, the 
vessels kept near each other, on the 
same line of sailing, and under short 
canvas. 

The following morning, as the day 
dawned, the Constitution and the 


eee eee 


each turned up their hands in 

readiness for what was to follow. 
Just as the lower limb of the sun 
rose clear of the waves, each fired a 
gun, and made sail on a bowline. 
‘Throughout the whole of that day, 
did these two gallant ships continue 
turning to wimdward, on tacks of a 
few Jeagnes in length, and endeavor- 
ing to avail themselv’s of every ad- 
vantage which skill could confer on 
seamen. Hull sailed the Consitution 
on this interesting occasion, and the 
admirable manne1 in which he did it, 
was long the subject of eulogy. All 
hands were kept on deck all day, and 
there were tacks on which the people 
were made to place themselves to 
wndward, in order to keep the ves- 
sel as near upright as possible, so as 
to hold a better wind. 

Just as the sun dipped, in the even- 
ing, the Constitution fired a gun, as 
did her competitor. At that moment 
the English frigate was precisely hull 
down dead to leeward; so much hav- 
ing Old Ironsides, or young Tronsides, 
as she'was then, gained in the race, 
which lasted about eleven hours! 
The manner in which the Constitution 
beat her competitor’ext of the wind 
was not the least striking feature of 
this trial, and it must in a great de- 
gree be ascribed to Hull, whose dex- 
terity in handling a craft under her 
canvas, was ever remarkable. In 
this particular, he was perhaps one of 
the most skilful seamen of his time, 
as he was also for coolness in mo- 
ments of hazard. When the even- 
ing gua was fired and acknowledged, 
the Constitution put up her helm, and 
squared away to join her friend. The 
vessels joined a little after dark, the 
Englishman as the leeward ship, first 
rounding to. The Constitution pass- 
ed under her lee, and threw her main- 
topsatl to the mast. There wasa boat 
out from the , Which soor 
came alongside, and in jt was the 
English Captain and his cask of wine; 
the former being just as prompt to 
“pay ” as to “ play.” 

The other occurrence was the cut- 
ting out of the Sandwich, a French 
letter of marque, which was lying in 
Port Platte, a small harbor on the 
Spanish side of St. Domingo. While 
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cruising along the coast, the Consti- 
tution had seized an American sloop 
called the Sally, which had been sell- 
ing supplies to the enemy. Hearing 
that the Sandwich, formerly an Eng- 
lish packet, but. which had fallen into 
the hands of the French, was filling 
-up with coffee, and was nearly full, 
Talbot determined to send Hull in, 
with the Sally, in order to cut her 
ont. The sloop had not long before 
¢ome out of that very haven, with an 
avowed intention to return, and offer- 
ed every desirable facility to the suc- 
cess of the enterprise. The great 
and insuperable objection to its ulti- 
mate advantage, was the material 
circumstance that the Frenchman was 
Jaying in a neutral port, as respects 
ourselves, though watchful of the 
English who were swarming in those 
seas, ' 

The Constitution manned the Sally 
at sea, near sunset, on the tenth of 
May, 1800, a considerable distance 
from. Port Platte, and the vessels 
separated, Hull so timing his move- 
ments, as to reach his point of destina- 
tion. about mid-day of a Sunday, when 
it was rightly enough supposed many 
of the French officers as well as 
men, would be ashore keeping holi- 
day. Short sail was carried that 
night on board the Sally, and while 
she was quietly jogging along, think- 
ing no harm, a gun was suddenly 
heard, and a'shot came whistling over 
the sloop, On looking around, a 
large ship was seen in chase, and so 
near, as to. render escape impossible. 
The Sally rounded to, and presently, 
an Ejnoslish frigate ranged alongside. 


The bearding officer was astonished _ 


when he found himself among ninety 
. armed men, with officers in naval 
uniform at their head. On demand- 
ing an explanation, Hull told him his 
business, when the English lieuten- 
ant expressed his disappointment, 
candidly acknowledging that bis own 
ship was waiting on the coast to let 
the Sandwich fill up, and get her sails 
bent, in order to send a party in, also, 
in order to cut her out! It was too 
late, however, as the Sally could not 
be, and would not be detained, and 
Hull proceeded. 

There haye been many more brilli- 
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ant exploits than this of the Constitu- 
tion, in sending in a party ayainst the 
Sandwich, but very few that were 
more neatly executed, or ingeniously 
planned. The Sally arrived off the, 
port, at the appointed hour, and stood 
directly in, showing the customary 
number of hands on deck, until com-. 
ing near the letter of marque, she ran 
her aboard forward, and the Constitu- 
tion’s clambered in over the Sand- 
wich’s bows, led by Hull erson. 
In two minutes, the Americans had 
possession of their prize, a smart brig, 
armed with four sixes and two nines, 
with a pretty strong crew, without 
the loss of aman. A party of: ma-. 
rines, led by Capt. Cormick, landed, 
drove the Spaniards from a. battery 
that commanded the anchorage, and 
spiked the guns. All this was against 
law and right, but it was very ingeni 
ously arranged, and as gallantly ex- 
ecuted.. The most serious part. of 
the affair remained to be achieved. 
The Sandwich was stripped to a girt. 
line, and the wind blew directly into 
the harbor. As it was unsafe for the 
marines to remain in the battery any 
time. it was necessarily abandoned, 
leaving to the people of the place 
every opportunity of annoying their 
invaders by all the means they pos- 
sessed. The battery was reoceupied, 
and the guns cleared of the spikes as 
well and as fast as they could be, 
while the Americans set about sway- 
ing up topmasts and yards and bend- 
ing sails. After some smart exer- 
tion, the brig got royal yards, across, 
and, at sunset, after remaining sever- 
al hours in front of the town, Hull 
scaled his guns, by way of letting it 
be known they could be used, weigh- 
ed, and began ‘to beat out of the har- 
bor. The Spaniards fired a few shot 
after him, but with no effect, 
Although this was one of the best 
executed enterprises of the sort on 
record, and did infinite credit to the 
coolness and spirit of ajl concerned, 
it was not quite an illustfation of in- 
ternational law or justice in general. 
This was the first victory of Old 
Tronsides in a certain sense, but all 
men must regret it was ever achieved, 
since it was a wrong act, committed 
with an exaggerated, if not altogeth- 
we 
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er.mistaken notion of duty.» America 
was not even at war with France, in 
the more formal meaning of the 
term, nor were all the legal conse- 
quences of war connected with the 
peculiar hostilities that certainly did 
exist; but with Spain she had no 
quarrel whatever, and the Sandwich 
was entitled to receive all the pro- 
tectidn and immunities that of right 
belonged to her, anchored in the 
neutral harbor of Port-au-Platte. In 
the end not only was the condemna- 
tion of the Sandwich resisted suc- 
cessfully, but all the other prize- 
money made by Old Ironsides in the 


_ eruise went to pay damages. The 


reason why the explpit itself never 
received the public. commendation to 
which, as a mere military. achieve- 
ment, it was ‘so justly entitled, was 
connected with the illegality and reck- 
lessness of the enterprise in its incep- 


‘tion, It follows that this, which may 


be termed the Constitution’s ‘earliest 
victory, was obtained-in the face of 
law and right. Fortunately the old 
craft has lived long enough to atone 
for this error of her youth by many a 
noble deed achieved in defence of 
principles and rights that the most 
fastidious will not hesitate to defend. 

The Constitution returned to Boston 
in Aug. 1800, her cruise being ‘up, 
not only on account of her orders, but 
on account of the short period for 
which men were then enlisted in the 
navy, which was one year. On the 
18th Nov., however, she was ordered 
to sail again for the old station, still 
wearing the broad pennant of Talbot. 
Nothing occurred of interest in the 
course of this cruise; and, early in 
the spring, orders were sent to recall 
all'the cruisers froma the West In- 
dies, in consequence of an arrange- 
ment of the ditiiculties with France. 

It is certain that the good fortune 
of Old fronsides did not appear in the 
course of this, her original service. 
While ih te had her, she does 
not seem to have captured any thing; 
and, in Goldsborough’s list of armed 
French vessels taken during the 
years 1798-9, and 1801,a period of 
near three years, during quite two 
years of which the ship must have 
been actively on her cruising grounds, 
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he gives but four to the Constitution. 
These four vessels—La Tullie and 
L’Esther, two small privateers, 
the Sandwich and the Sally—the last 
of which, by the way, was a Ameri- 
can, seized for illegal inteicourse 
with the enemy. 
By the peace establishment law ~ 
approved Mareh 3d, 1801, all the 
frigates regularly constructed for the 
service were permanently retained in 
the navy. Old Ironsides enjoyed an 
excellent character among them, and 
was kept of course, there being no 
other use for such a craft, indeed, in 
the country, than those connected 
with a military marine. Our frigate, 
however, was paid off and dismantled 
at Boston, where she remained unem- 
ployed from the spring of 1801 until, 
the summer of 1803, rather more 
than two years, when Preble was or- 
dered to her; with a broad pennant, in 
order to repair to the Mediterranean. 
As this was the commencement of 
the brilliant portion of Old Ironsides’ 
career, it may be well-to give a list 
of the officers who were now attach- 
ed to, and who actually sailed in, her. 

Tt was the following :-— 

COMMODORE, 

Edward Preble, 

LIBUTENANTS. 


Thomas Robinson, Jos. Tarbell, 
W. C. Jenckes, Sam. Elbert. 


MASTER. 
Nathaniel Haraden, 


[This gentleman was known in the service by 
the sobriquet of ‘‘ Jumping Billy.’’] 


MIDSHIPMEN. 
D. S. Dexter, W. Burrows, 
J. M. Haswell, D. Deacon, 
Ralph Izard, Heathcote Reed, 
Charles Morris, T. Baldwin, 
John Roe, Leonard Hunnewell, 
A. Laws, Jos. Nicholson, 
F. C. Hatl, John Thompson, act’g- 
I. Davis. 


Of all these gentlemen, the present 
Commodore Morris and Mr. Hall, 
who is at present in the Marine corps, 
are now in the navy, and very few of 
the others still survive. They were 
not selected from the part of the 
country where the ship happened to 
lie, for by this time the navy had as- 
suined so much of a fixed character 
that the officers were regarded as 
being at home in any portion of the 
republic. At Gibraltar, however, 
some important changes were made. 
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Lt. Jenckes left the ship, and Lts. 
Dent and Gordon joined her, the for- 
mer doing duty as acting captain. 
Midshipman Baldwin resigned, and 
Midshipmen Wadsworth, _ Alexis, 
Gadsden, Lewis, Israel, Ridgley, 
Carey, Robert Henly, and McDon- 
ough joined. With these alterations 
and additions, the ship had five lieu- 
tenants and no less than twenty-three 
midshipmen. But changes soon oc- 
curred, which will be noticed in their 
places, the results of promotions and 
other causes, ; 

The Constitution sailed from Bos- 
ton, on this new service, August 14th, 
1803, and anchored at Gibraltar, 
Sept. 12th succeeding, making her 
passage in twenty-nine days. . This 
was the first time our craft had ever 
shown herself in the European waters, 
her previous cruisings being confined 
to the West Indies and our own coast. 
It may as well be said here, that 
wherever she went, her mould and 
the fine order in which she was kept 
attracted general admiration. 

The first service in which the 
gallant ship was employed in the 
other hemisphere, was to go off 
Tangiers, in a squadron composed of 
the Constitution 44, New York 36, 
John Adams 28, and Nautilus 12, in 
order to make a new treaty with the 
Emperor of Morocco. This import- 
ant service successfully effected, Pre- 
ble remained in and about the Straits, 
until the middle of November, em- 
ployed in duties connected with his 
command. On the 23d October the 
ship sailed from Gibraltar for Cadiz, 
the Enterprise in company, and_ re- 
turned in a few days. 
service, and when near the Straits, a 
large strange sail was made in the 
night, when the Constitution cleared, 
went to quarters and ran alongside of 
her. Preble hailed, and got no 
answer, but a hail in return. After 
some sharp hailing on both sides, Pre- 
ble took a trampet himself and gave 
the name of his ship, asking that of 
the stranger, with an intimation that 
he would give him a shot unless he 
replied. “Tf you give me a shot, I'll 
give you a broadside,” returned the 
stranger in English. Preble now 
jumped into the mizzen-rigging, and 


While on this | 


called out distinctly, “This is: the 
United States frigate Constitution, a 
44, Edward Preble, commodore; I 
am now about to hail you for the last 
time—what ship is that ?—Blow your 
matches boys.” “This is His Britan- 
nic Majesty’s ship Donnegal, a razee 
of 60 guns,” was the answer. Pre- 
ble told the stranger, in pretty plain 
terms, he doubted his statement, and 
that he should lie by him, until day- 
light, in order to ascertain his true 
character. Before things could be 
carried any further, however, a boat 
arrived from the stranger, who, as it 
now appeared, was the Maidstone 36, 
Captain Burdett. The delay in answ- 
ering arose from.a wish to gain time 
to clear for action, and get to qitart- 
ers, Old Ironsides having got along- 
side so quietly that she had been 
taken by surprise. 

After passing the time mentioned, 
in the vicinity of the Straits, the 
Constitution sailed in quest of declar- 
ed enetnies. She left Gibraltar on 
the 13th November, 1803, and pro- 
ceeded first to Algiers, where she 
landed Colonel Lear, who had come 
out as Consul General. On the 20th 
she left Algiers, and on the 24th, 
while standing up the Mediterranean, 
on her way to Malta, she spoke an 
English frigate, which communicated 
a rumor, that the Philadelphia had 
run ashore, off Tripoli, and had fallen 
into the hands of the emeny. On 
reaching Malta, the 27th, while lying 
off the port, the unpleasant rumor 
was confirmed. The ship stood on 
without anchoring, and arrived at 
Syracuse next day. : 

Here, then, was Old Tronsides, for 
the first time, in the centre of the 
Mediterranean, and with something, 
serious to do; more, indeed, than 
could easily be accomplished in a 
single ship. Her commander was as 
active a seaman as ever undertook 
an enterprise, and the career of the 
good ship, for the next seven months, 
though she did not fire a shot in 
anger during the whole time, was 
probably as remarkable as that of any 
vessel which ever floated, and which 
encountered neither enemies, ship- 
wreck, nor accident of any sort.— 
Putnam’s Monthly. 

(To be continued.) 
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For the Sailor’s Magazine. 
LETTERS FROM POLYNESIA‘ 
,Honotvty, S.1. April 5, 1853. 

The wreck and burning of the 
Steamer “ Independence,”—loss 
of near 200 lives.— Generous 
aid contributed by the people of 
Honolulu, $900, — Pitcairn’s 
Island ; — Wreck of the Whale 
Ship Robert Pallsford;—A hint, 
&c. &e. &e.,. ; 


The readers of the Sailor’s Maga- 
zine will have doubtless become ac- 
quainted with the, terrible disaster at- 
tending the wreck and burning of the 
Steamer Independence, long before 
this cgmmunication reaches the United 
States. At present it is the general 
topic of conversation in our com- 
munity. Last week about twenty 
of the sufferersreached Honolulu on 
board whale ships., The “ James 
Maury” Capt Whelden brought the 
largest number. Their tale of woe 
and death is most. painful. Within 
a few minutes after the vessel struck, 
fire burst out which added terror to 
the terrible scene. The vessel was 
steered for the barren, rocky, water- 
less and inhospitable shore of Mar- 
garetta island, situated off a bay of 
the same name. A sinking boat, a 
raging fire, a rock bound coast and a 
terrible surf breaking upon the beach 
conspired to sweep near two hundred 
immortal beings into eternity ! Parents 
were separated from their children and 
children from their parents. A lady 
is now stopping in my family who 
lost two little daughters, | Another 
lady is among us who lost her hus- 
band, and a child who lost its mother. 

After the survivors reached the 
shore, their miseries seemed far from 
having come to anend, Nota drop 
of good drinking water could be found 
upon the island, while not a gallon 
had been saved from the steamer. 
For nearly three days the unfortunate 
survivors were without water, except 
a few gallons that they contrived to 
distil, and a little brackish water 
found among the rocks, On the third 
day some whale-ships came to their 
relief, viz., the “ Omega,” “ Meteor,” 
and “ James Maury.” The,“ Meteor” 
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was chartered to take about three 
hundred to San Francisco. The 
masters, officers and crews of these 
vessels rendered generous and timely 
assistance. Capt. Whelden, especi- 
ally, is deserving of praise. From his 
private supplies of clothing on ship- 
board, he furnished many hundred 
dollars’ worth to the destitute, while 
to those who had money he sold 
goods at merely cost price. 
Since the arrival of the sufferers 
in Honolulu a generous subscription 
has been made. Already over $900 
has been paid, besides clothing. This 
money has been placed at the dis- 
posal of the Ladies’ Stranger’s Friend 
Society. Some of the sufferers will 
leave immediately for San Francisco, 
while others will remain until a more 
favorable opportunity occurs, 
Since writing the foregoing para- 
graphs there has been a meeting at 
my study of those who expected a 
portion of the funds mentioned above, 
and a committee of the Stranger’s 
Friend Society, upon whom devolved 
the delicate and responsible duty of 
dividing the funds generously con- 
tributed. Five received $75 each; 
two $20 each, and one $25. These 
persons leave to-morrow. Among 
those who remain for another vessel 
the remainder of the funds will be 
divided. TI rejoice that all who ate 
without funds will be suitably pro-' 
vided. The good people of Honolulu ‘ 
are certainly disposed to extend the 
hand of sympathy whenever persons 
in destitute circumstances are, known ~ 
to be amongst them, I was altogether 
surprised that so large a sum should: 
have been collected, considering that, 
only a month since, the Ladies’ Fair, 
for the benefit of the Stranger’s 
Friend Society. realized over $1,900. 
There has recently been an arrival’ 
from Piteairn’s Island. Reports are 
exceedingly favorable in regard to 
the religious and moral state of the 
islanders. The following statistical 
summary for 1852, may be interest- 
ing to the readers of the magazine :_ 
Number of births this year 5— 
deaths .5—(one a native of Tahiti.) 
Number of inhabitants 168—females, 
84, .males 84, Number of ships | 
touched. here 14—Hnglish 5, Amer- 
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ican 6—3 ships of war, and 2. mer- 
chantmen. 

This year is remarkable in the 
annals of the island as being the first 
in which the Holy Sacrament of the 
Lord’s Supper.was administered to 
the inhabitants by a clergyman of the 
church of England ; only 34 received 
it the first time, but at the second all 
who were capable of receiving it did 
so.—That the endeavors of the Rev, 
W. H. Holman for the spiritual well- 
fare of the inhabitants of this place 
may have the blessing of Almighty 
God, is the prayer of every adult 
member of the community. I must 
also take this opportunity to’say, that 
too much cannot be said or done in 
return for the interest which. the 
Rey. Mr. Holman (Chaplain of H. 
M.’s ship Portland, and now residing 
among ‘us,) has evinced both for the 
spiritual and temporal welfare of the 
community. 

The above remarks are copied from 
an interesting journal of events in 
Pitcairns Island, which.was published 
in the last number of The Friend. 


The following account of the wreck 
of the Am. whale ship Robert Pulls- 
ford on Christmas. Island, I Gopy from 
the Sand, and Weekly Argus of to- 
day. ; 

“ By the arrival of the schooner 
Martha, Jos. T Brown, from: Fan- 
ning’s Island, we learn that the ship 
Robert Pullsford; of New Bedford 
Capt. A. Corey, went ashore on the 
south side of Christmas Island on the 
morning ot Wednesday the 16th Feb- 
ruary last, owing to the island being 
incorrectly laid down in the’ charts, 
and tothe strong and remarkably irre- 
gular current thereabout which during 
the night in question put her 50 miles 
tothe Westward. Capt. Corey went 
in one of his boats down to Fanning’s 

Island to the oil establishment of C. 
~ B. Wilson, Esgq., ap procured: the 
schooner Martha to fake off the crew 
and what might be saved of the cargo. 
We understand that about 600 barrels 
of oil belonging to the wreck are still 
on the island. The long passage of 
the Martha is owing to severe and 
adverse weather. , 

We learn also that the, passenger 


ship, Pacific: from San: Francisco to 
Sydney, came very nigh ‘eing set 
ashore by the current on Christmas 
Islafd,” 


‘It may be recollected that upon the 
same island was wrecked the German - 
whale-ship “ Mozart,” and the Chilian 
merchant vessel “ Helena Augusta,” 
(formerly the old American whale-: 
ship “Arenek,”) in the year 1848. 

The cause of the wreck was, 
doubtless, in part, the fact that the 
island is incorrectly laid down upon’ 
the charts. How immensely im- 
portant that all parts. of this ‘vast 
ocean should be immediately ex- 
plored and accurately surveyed. I 
rejoice to learn that the United States’ 
government .is awaking to the im- 
portance of this subject. American’ 


‘commerce is now encircling the 


globe, penetrating’ every ocean,’ sea 
and..bay, ascending every river, and 
seeking out every island, and surely 
the government is under the strong. 
est obligations to explore and survey. 
While science, enterprise and com- 
merce are cutting channels for the 
import and export of merchandize, 
may we not encouragingly hope and 
pray that the tide of gospel truth will 
flow along those channels? Now is 
the time to cast bread upon the wa- 
ters. The following paragraph I 
copy from a private letter of a liberal 
and generous friend of missions and 
the seaman’s cause, residing in N: ’ 
Conn. :—“ J trust that our friends in - 
New. York will annually project one 
or more new. stations, and that, ina 
systematic course, they will enlarge 
their operations—the field is the 
world, It is glorious, it is full of 
hope to make provision for the spirit- 
ual interests of seamen; it is for our 
race, but that portion of it for which 
you give your services has a hold 
upon the sympathies of our church-' 
es,and might be urged further than 


it is.”: Is not here’a valuable hint ? 
A word to the wise is sufficient! 
Your’s 
S.C. DAMON. 


e 

_ The ships which plow tha main 
produce a larger harvest to,a land, 
than the plough which breaks the soil, 
—Tuomas Hawius, 
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VALPARAISO CHAPLAINCY. — 


‘My Dear Sir:—Owing to gy 
absence from this city during the 
greater portion of the last month I 
have not had the pleasure of writing 
to you of late. I made a journey on 
horseback about four hundred miles 
in length. I followed up the valley 
of the Con-Con River, one of the 
most, productive agricultural districts 
of the northern portion of this country, 
and so attractive did the journey 
prove that I went on tothe summit of 
the pass of the great chain of the 
Andes. The scenery was very sub- 
lime.’ After entering the mountains 
I travelled two days before reach- 
ing the summit, all the while sur. 
rounded. by high and precipitous 
peaks, the crests of which were 
covered with snow. The journey 
was arduous and attended with priva- 
tion, but yielded recreation at the 
- and improved health in the re- 
sult, 

. Before setting out I had for a fort+ 
night been almost constantly occupied 
in attending to the wants of the un- 
fortunate passengers of the City of 
Pittsburgh, that was burned here in 
the bay. A subscription was raised 
within two days after the accident 
amounting to $4.500. In raising this 
there was no difficulty, but there was 
more in effecting its distribution. 
Clothing for the females was contri- 
buted. My wife attended to this por- 
tion of the matter. For several days, 
early and late, she was: laboriously 
occupied in the numerous details of 
supplying those who had ‘been so un- 
fortunate. They only will appreci- 
ate this labor who have ever had the 
like of it to perform. However the 
people have all gone forward now I 
believe. On the ship’s account most 
of the passengers were provided with 
enough to pay their passage to San 
Francisco; although about twelve 
females had been sent forward before 
that arrangement was offered, their 
passage being piid out of the sub- 
scription, But in almost all cases 
they were furnished with bedding 
out of thé subscribed fund, as well as 
with clothing. This is not the place 
tor discussing what was the obliga- 


tion of the owners of the steamer; 
as to forwarding their passengers: 
but we looked upon them as persons 
in distress, who had not the means of 
helping themselves. The last bills 
I have paid out of this fund have been 
in part payment of the charges for 
the officers’ board. For some days 
my house was like a house of mer- 


chandise, bating the sales ; stockings 


handkerchiefs, towels and shirts by 
the dozen; shirtings and sheetings, 
about a score of pieces; and blankets 
by. the bale. Some of my mercan- 
tile friends were not a little amused 
at my appearance in the market as a 
wholesale purchaser. However, they 
sold the requisite articles on very fa- 
vorable terms, after having made very 
generous subscriptions already. .The 
generous sums subscribed for these 
passengers reflects great credit on the 
merchants and other residents of the 
place. 


We just hear that the American 
bark Trenton, loaded with guano, 
from Callao to New York, sank three 
hundred miles from this port. The 
Captain and crew were saved by a 
Swedish vessel. 

Lately there was a very interesting 
case in our Hospital here. The man 
was a Swede. named Nels Rasmus- 
son, He had the consumption. He 
had come last from New York. When 
] first saw him he was docile and even 
desirous of instruction. He evinced 
great humility. He could speak 
English, but was not able to read it, 
I used to point to the most appropriate 
passages in the Swedish Testament 
and he would read them. It was de- 
lightful to witness the satisfaction he 
manifested when I gave him that 
same Testament, in his own language. 
He seemed to obtain increasingly dis- 
tinct views of sin, and of the conse- 
quent need on the one hand of par- 
don and on the ,other of sanctifica- 
tion. He expresSed ae gratitude 
for every attention, and especially for 
the religious counsel he had received; 
and died looking unto Jesus. 


Yours, truly, 
D. TRUMBULL, 
Seamen's Chaplain. 
Dee. 14, 1852. °° 


1853.] 


~ SAILOR’S MAGAZINE. 


. 


331 


Seems, 


LORD CHRISTERFIELD 
ON THE 


LIQUOR TRAFIC. 


As, far back as the year 1743, it 
appears that the liquor traffic engaged 
the attention of the English Parlia- 
ment, for we find on record an affec- 
tive speech delivered by lord Chester- 
field in the House of Lords on the 
“Gin Act,” in February of that year, 
in which the noble Lord, with great 
clearness, came down with tremen- 
dous effect upon the accursed busi- 
ness, 

‘We commend his powerful and 
unanswerable speech to our wise leg- 
islators and particularly to the mem- 
bers of the city council. We hope 
they will be able to digest the solid 
aliment served up. The followingis 
an extract from his famous speech: 
_ Luxury my lords,” said he, “is to 
be taxed, but vice prohibited, let the 
difficulty in the law be what it will. 
Would you lay a tax upon a breach 
of the ten commandments? Would 
not such a tax be wicked and scanda- 
lous? Would it not imply an indul- 
gence to all those who could pay the 
tax? Vice my lords, is not properly. 
to be taxed, but suppressed : and heavy 
taxes are sometimes the only means 
by which suppression can be attained 
Luxury, or that which is only perni- 
cious by its excess, may very properly 
be taxed, that such excess, though 
not strictly unlawful, may be made 
more difficult. But the use of those 
things which are simply hurtful in 
their own nature, and in every degree 
is to be prohibited, None, my lords, 
ever heard in any nation of a tax upon 


theft or adultery, because a tax implies. 


a license, granted for the use of that 
which is taxed, to all who are willing 
to pay it. 

_ “Drunkenness, my lords, is univer- 
sally, and in all circumstances, an evil, 
and therefore ought not to be taxed, 
but punished! 

The noble lord has been pleased 
kindly to imform us, that the trade of 
distilling is yery extensive, that it em- 
ploys great numbers, and that they 
have arrived at exquisite skill, and 
therefore the trade of distilling is not 
to be discouraged. Once more my 
lords, allow me to wonder at the dif- 


ferent conceptions of different under- 
standings. Itappears to me that since 
the spirit which distillers produce are 
allowed to enfeeble the limbs, vitiate 
the blood, to pervert the heart, and 
obscure the intellect, that the number 
of distillers should be no argument in 
their favor, for I never heard that a 
law against theft was repealed or 
delayed because thieves were numer- 
ous. It appears to me, my lords, that 
really, if so formidable a body are con- 
federated against the virtue or the lives 
of their fellow citizens, it is time to 
put an end to the havoc, and to inter- 
pose, while it is yet in our power, 
to stop the destruction.—So little, my 
lords, am I affected with the merits of 
the wonderful skill which distillers 
are said to have attained, that it is, in 
my opinion, no faculty of great use to 
mankind, to prepare palatable poison ; 


nor shall I ever contribute my interest. 


for the reprieve of a murderer, be- 
cause he has by long practice obtained 
great dextcrity in his trade. It their 
liquors are so delicious that the people 
are tempted to their own destruction, 
let us at length, my lords, secure them 
from their fatal draught, by bursting 
the vials that contain them.—Let us 
crush at once these artists in human 
slaughter, who have reconciled their 
country to sickness and ruin, and 
spread over the pitfalls of debauchery 
such bait as cannot be resisted. 
am very far, my lords, from thinking 
that there are this year any peculiar 
reasons for tolerating mnrder; nor 
canI conceive why this manufacture 
is to be held sacred now, if it is ‘to be 
destroyed _ hereafter.” —- Southern 
Organ. : 


hig 4 cee 
A SAILOR’S LETTERS. 

Perils of the Sea—Manner of 

commencing a new year.—Join- 


ing the Bethel Church.—Gone_ 


on another cruise. 
Honotutv, 8. I., Jan. '7, 1853. 


To Rev. J. B—My pear Broruer 
1n Curisr ;—Many thanks for your 
most excellent letter. Truly I should 
be thankful to God, who has given 
me very many to care for, and help 
me on, in my Heavenward way. 
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Thank Mrs. B. for her kind and gentle 
letter. May the time soon come 
when in truth we may all meet “in 
the home circle of Heaven;” ‘and 
enjoy the smiles of our kind and in- 
dulgent Heavenly Father.’ 

Thave spent of late a life of much 
toil, trial and vexation, so that the 
anticipation of that time is very 
pleasant. 

I have cruised in the frozen regions 
of the North, and pursued the mighty 
Whale in the Wild’s of the Ochotsk 
Sea. From morning until night, 
and at times, all night, have I battled 
with the huge monsters of the deep. 
Ihave seen my boat shoot with an 
arrow’s speed over the slumbering 
bosom of an unruffled sea; sud- 
denly a dense heavy mass of fog shut 

_ everything from view ; the maddened 
whale increasing his speed, if such 
could be; our ship we knew not where, 
and we going we knew not whither ! 
But Providence Jed our way, and sud- 
denly the woe-begone and, troubled 
countenances of our boats crew were 
lit up with hope, as we thought we 
heard the sound of a hammer comi:.g¢ 
over the mighty waters; again it 
comes! ‘There must be scme vessel 
near. Hark—cut, cut the Line! 
We are loose from our foaming horse 
ina moment. Now listen. Blow the 
boat horn—blow loud andlong. We 
are heard. Ding, ding, from a ship’s 
bell now peals upon our anxious ears, 
and after a few stout strokes of our 
oars, the dim outline of a ship is dis- 
cerned, We approach, and soon are 
safe on board of another whaleman, 
God, in mercy, spared us, and the next 
day the fog “ lit up,” and we see our 
own vessel in the distance. This is 
but one danger of very many through 
which I have safely passed by the 
kind oversight of an unseen, but 
ever present Father in heaven. 

In a few weeks I again start for the 
inhospitable clime of the Northern 
Ocean. But if God’s spirit goes with 
me, all is well. If I never return, it 
will be a speedy termination of my 
earthly pilgrimage—in the home of 
the happy. Rev. chap. 21,° from the 
22d verse. 

Situated as I amit is very comfort- 
ing to cast, myself entirely upon the 


care of. Jesus, and feel that He will 
care for me. I love to lay passive in 
His hands... » spay se 

Next Sabbath is appointed for me 
to witness for my Lord, by baptism, 
and be admitted tothe membership of . 
the chureh militant by uniting with 
the Bethel church in Honolulu, un- 
der the care of the Rev. S. C. Damon. 

Christian love to Mrs. B., and be- 
lieve me ever yours, in the best of 
bonds. LR a 
To his Mother and Aunt— 

Jan. 5. Twenty years old this day ! 
I can hardly realize it. God has mer- 
cifully spared my life thus far, and, 
oh! how unprofitably I have lived. 
To-day, 1 am spending in fasting and 
prayer for a supply of grace to ena- 
ble me to.spend the ensuing year to 
His glory and honor. I would con- 
secrate myself entirely to-God, and 
feel that I am in no way my own. I 
would have no will of my own, and. 
desire to live henceforth hourly on 
my Saviour. I never had a more con- 
fiding spirit than at present. _ I deeply 
realize the mercy of God to me, in 
giving me so many friends to love 
and cherish me! God grant that I 
may grow daily in grace, and die 
daily to the world, so that [ may be 
prepared to go with joy to the man- 
sions of the blessed on high. 

* * * * * * * 

Of late, I have endured, mentally, 
much. May God lead his children 
in the paths of rectitude, and make 
my path of duty plain before me, and 
I will walk therein, though it lead to 
death. Dear mother, in the midst of 
severe trials I trust my Saviour, and, 
feel to lie as passively and confidingly 
in the arms of Him who never slum- 
bereth or sleepeth, as an infant up- 
on the bosom of a fond mother. Every 
step of mine shall be in prayer to 
God for wisdom and direction. i. 
will commit my way to the Lord, that 
He may direct my paths 

Your’s affectionately, , J.P. L. 
To Mrs. J— and Mrs. P. L—,) 
his mother and aunt. 
Honotutv, Oanu, 
January 19th, 1853. 
Dear Mother, © . 

Tani now writing from the port of 

® 


1853.] 


Honolulu. The extreme confusion 
attendant on entry is over, and our 
“liberty” has commenced. [employ 
my first leisure moments in writing 
to you. : 

Sunday, the “Sovereign of the 
Seas” arrived, bringing a seaman’s 
missionary, Mr. Bishop, through whom 
IT have received the box you so 
thoughtfully prepared for me, with 
tokens. of remembrance therein for 
the mission friends and my shipmates, 
together with the very many letters 
from home. The books I prize much. 
Father has also sent me from San F. 
many valuable books; they will be 
my choice companions ‘at sea. I 
shall read, nay, study them, with in- 
terest, including my many. letters, 
and trust to profit by them. 

[ have named to you before this, 
my desire to profess my love to Jesus, 
by an open profession of His name ; 
and have had some conversation with 
Mr. Damon, upon joining the Bethel 
church, in his care here, sustained, I 
believe, by the “ Seamen’s Friend 
Society.” 

January 31st. Ihave met the com- 
mittee of examination, at Rev. Mr. 
Damon’s house, with a view to join- 
ing the Bethel Church, and have 
been accepted; also three shipmates. 

Feb. 7th, Monday. Through the 
infinite mercy of God, my dear mo- 
ther, 1 am now permitted to address 
you as a member of the visible 
Church of Christ on earth, 

Yesterday I consider as one of the 
most important days of my short life. 
I was permitted to follow the foot- 
steps of myLord and Master in Bap- 
tism and the Lord's Supper, and was 
thus received into membership with 
the Bethel Church of Honolulu. 

I doubt not, my dear mother, that 

‘you will hardly know how to receive 
this news,. ‘Tears, [ know, will fill 
your eyes, but whether of sorrow or 
joy it would be difficult for me to say. 
I realize, fully, the great joy and 
heartfelt thanktulness with which you 
would have beheld that scene. 
realize deeply the grief and disap- 
pointment which you will feel in 
knowing that, that sight is for ever 
denied you. 

How I would have joyed, confid- 
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ingly and jilially, to have stood un- 
der the extended arm of dear uncle 
Jackson, as he called upon the Holy 
Trinity to witness my vows, and seal 
me the child of God forever, by bury- 
ing me, emblematically, to the empty 
delusions. of earth, and lifting me to 
newness of life in my Saviour! 
Tears fill my eyes as I thus reflect. 
But mother, in this Lam not my own, 
nor thine; J am. the. Lord’s. The 
voice of duty bade me go; the spirit 
of God told me to proceed; the good 
of sinners impelled me; for peace of 
mind it became necessary ; and, with 
all, the cause of Christ demanded that 
I should thus, at this time, and in this 
place, put,on the Lord by an open 
profession, a 

Surely, in thinking of these things, 
you will submissively exclaim, “ The 
will of the Lord be done.” _ 

And think not that [ was alone;— 
no, by no means, - Chief of all I had 
my Sayiour by my side, and, all around 
me, dear and interested friends. I 
could also gaze upon the sea-worn 
features of many a brother sailor, 
and felt a joy in knowing that they 
were witnesses of what would often 
be the subject of conversation during 
the midnight watch at sea, in many 
parts of the world. I pray God that 
it may lead them to repentance and a 
like faith. 

At halt-past two, p. m., Sabbath, 
Feb. 6, a very large and mixed mul- 
titude had congregated upon the 
banks surrounding the beautiful little 
cascade and quiet pool situated about 
a quarter of a mile from the road of 
Nuanunu valley. 

The impressive baptismal scene, 
the fervent prayer, and the sacred 
song will long be remembered, not 
only by the four sailors who thus 
publicly confessed Christ, but also by 
the numerous spectators, 


Honoivtv, Oanu, 
Feb. 13th, 1853. 
Dear Mother :— 


As we are now about leaving port 
for another cruise in the inhospitable 


regions of the North Seas, I hasten 


to adda line, and earnestly request 


» that you will remember my grateful 


regards to all friends. I would not 
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neglect any ; if I have seemed to, you 
will excuse it for me. You will 
please write Mrs. A——-— and 
G——, of Providence, R. I. expres- 
sive of my many thanks for their hav- 
ing so generously made me, by the 
gift of $50, a Life Director of the 
Seamen’s Friend Society. Doubtless 
their prayers accompany the donation, 
and join yours, that I may be useful 
to my fellow seamen. I have writ- 
ten to F., expressive of my anxious 
desires to become ali my dear F. 
wishes to see me—‘ a sailor gentle- 
man and a gentleman sailor,” that, 
religiously, I feel my mind is firm, 
and my feet fixed upon the Rock of 
Ages. Nothing earthly can shake 
my confidence in that which has been 
my stay and support during the very 
many trials and dangers, both seen 
and unseen, of the past cruise, and I 
know he would not, if he could, wish 
to destroy such a faith, in an only 
son. While this heart beats, and 
this tongue speaks, it will be in pray- 
ing, with you, for my dear F. 
Very mi nals 


WORTHY OF THE HIGHEST COM= 
MENDATION. 

It always gives us pleasure to com- 
mend meritorious conduct, whether 
abaft or before the mast. As the sea 
furnishes the most ample field in the 
world for humane and heroic deeds, 
we have often had occasion to record 
them. Sometimes, too, we have been 
compelled to utter the earnest and 
indignant rebuke. . In one instance 
we spoke in words of chosen severity 
of a master and mate, rebuking them 
for their vulgar language and bull- 
dog discipline. The mark was hit; 
the object of the rebuke gained. That 
master and mate were first mortified, 
then ashamed, then resolved on no 
more disgracing their noble profession 
by language and conduct. unbecom- 
ing men. Now, both of them are or- 
naments in their profession. Of the 
runaway captain and officers of the 
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ship William and Mary, it is not our 
intention to speak. . An indignant 
press and public sentiment has already 
said enough to furnish them, together 
with their own spontaneous treflec- 
tions, with matter for painful thought 
to the latest hours of their lives. But 
of the heroic and humane conduct of 
two of the sailors—William Ward 
and Samuel P. Harris, who refused 
to quit the ship and abandon the pas- 
sengers to helplessness, and despair, 
and death, we must speak as worthy 
of the highest commendation. We 
bespeak their grateful remembrance 
by every friend of man, and earnestly 
hope that both the British and Amer. 
ican governments will bestow on them 
some substantial meed of approbation. 
The story is thus briefly related in 
the Savannah Republican :— 


The American ship William and 
Mary, of Bath, Maine, Stinson, mas- 
ter, from Liverpool for New Orleans, 
with a cargo of railroad iron, pig iron, 
dry goods and crockery, and 180 emi- 
grant passengers, struck on a small 
rock (nine feet under water) near the 
Great Isaacs, on Tuesday evening, 
May 2d, at twenty minutes past eight 
o'clock. ‘The ship was ashore about 
three hours. Three of the crew who 
have arrived at this port state, that af- 
ter the ship struck, they let go one 
anchor—parted the chain, and then 
let go the other anchor. The boats 
were got out, two of which were 
stove. 

At 6, A.m., the captain, with the 
mates and a part of the crew, left 
in one of the boats, and four seamen 
and passengers, filling the long-boat, 
also left. Two passengers, in en- 
deavoring to ¢ t in the long-boat, were 
drowned. ‘T'wo seamen, Wm. Ward 
and Samuel D. Harris, refused to quit 
the ship and abandon the helpless and 
unfortunate passengers. Discerning 
the land about eight miles ahead, they 
slipped the chain and tried to get the 
ship under way, in order, if possible, 
to reach the land and run the ship 
ashore; but the, passengers could 
render but little assistance in working 
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the ship, and they were therefore una- 
ble todo so. Had not the captain 
and crew deserted the ship, it is the 
conviction of the seamen referred to 
that the ship might have been run 
ashore. Being unable to manage her 
for the want of proper assistance, she 
drifted to the N. E., the passengers 
exerting themselves to the utmost at 
the pumps. : 

During the evening rafts were 
constructed from the spars, &c., but 
were not launched until the follow- 
ing morning. Early on the morning 
of the 5th, the land was seen about 
ten miles distant, and soon after a 
schooner hove to sight. The colors 
were set half-mast, when the schooner 
immediately bore down to the ship. 
The passengers redoubled their exer- 
tions at the pumps, and were soon 
relieved by the wrecking schooner 
Oracle, Robert Sands, master, com- 
ing alongside to their assistance. 

The women and children were first 
taken off and landed ; afterwards the 
schooner returned and saved the re- 
mainder of the passengers, two men 
being on deck when the ship went 
down (on Friday) but saved them- 
selves by jumping into the wrecking 
schooner’s boat. When the ship went 
down the west end of Grand Bahama 
bore about B. N. E. 20 miles distant. 
Capt. Sands has doubtless been instru- 
mental in saving the lives of al] on 
board, and, with the seamen who re- 
mained with the passengers, deserves 
the warm approbation of the humane, 
and a generous reward from. the Brit- 
is hand American governments, 


; 

| 

; 

On the shameful desertion of the : 
William and Mary, the New York | 


Journal of Commerce remarks :— 

Our readers already understand that 
all, save two, of the passengers aban- 
doned on the wreck of the William 
and Mary, by her officers and crew, 
have been saved, having been taken 
off by a wrecker, just before she sunk. 
The description of her desertion, 


; 
given by two of the sailors who es- ; 
caped, and published some days since, 


contains the following passage: 
“The long-boat was capable of 
holding 100 persons, but the seams 


had opened until they could be seen > 


through; this condition of the long- 
boat made the captain determine to 
slip off to the life-boat as soon as he 
could get an opportunity. At day- 
light, no assistance being in sight, and 
the ship filling, the. mate and. second 
mate slipped off and got on board the 
life- boat, where the sailors were. The 
captain attempted to go on board the 
life-boat openly, but the passengers 
prevented it, so he watched his oppor- 
tunity and-got in. slily; the painter 
was then cut, and the boat sprang off. 
One of the sailors says, the sight of 
the passengers, when they saw that 
the captain had Jeft them, will never 
leave his eyes, It has since haunted 
him, anddestroys his sleep, He feels, 
he says, as if he saw them all going 
to be murdered at one blow. The 
looks and cries were terrible, The 
captain never cast his eyes around 
him from the moment he left the 
ship.” 

The’ narrative from which the 
above facts are taken is vague and 
misty, as if the minds of the narrators 
had not recovered from the horrors of 
the scene. through which they had 
passed. But the abominable coward- 
ice of the whole proceeding is too 
glaring to escape notice. Daylight 
found the ship in a dangerous state 
and filling with water. Destruction 
was imminent, and. no where was 
there the least prospect of succor. 
Then was the time for the captain 
and crew to have shown their cour- 
age and seamanship in a strong and 
skilful effort to preserve the lives of 
the helpless and trembling passen- 
gers who had committed themselves 
to their protecting care. Then was 
the time when every faculty. of mind 
and body, every nerve and muscle, 
should have been stretched to their 
highest tension, to keep the ship afloat 
until help wasat hand. But the mis- 
erable and cowardly wretches, who 
should have labored at their posts so 
long as there was the slightest glim- 
mering ray of hope—they who should 
have given strength to the weak, 
courage to the timid, confidence to 
the hopeless, to meet and manfully 
struggle with the danger that was 
besetting them, like base  craven- 
hearted wretches, secretly seized up- 
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on the life-boat—the only hope of 
salvation—and left over two hundred 
souls to a horrible and speedy death. 
If this is human nature, humanity has 
sunk low indeed. Deeds such as 
these are fit to make every true man 
hide his face for shame. 


ea 


ENEMIES OF THE OYSTER. 

The enemies of the oyster are 
many, and all of them go about seek- 
ing what oyster they may devour. 
First comes the sea-crab, who seats 
himself on an oyster and drills a 
little hole in his back and makes poor 
oyster’s back ache. which causes him 
to open ‘his mouth to take a long’ 
breath, when the villainous crab runs 
a “stinger” down his throat, and 
poor oyster is in the sea-crab’s stom- 
avh. Onthe sea shore bushels of 
shell are found perfectly riddled with 
holes by the crab. Sometimes the 
crab files the oyster’s nose off, 
so as torun in his stinger. 

Second, comes the drum- fish, who 
weighs about thirty or forty pounds, 
and is aboat two feet long; he is 
large about the stomach, and tapers 
off toward both ends. He is by no 
means a modest fish, for just as soon 
as his eyes rests on an oyster, he 
starts towards him, for the purpose of 
making his acquaintance, and grabbing 
him in -his mouth, smashes‘him into 
chowder “in the twinkling of a cat’s 
tail,” and immediately looks about for 
his nearest relative—being opposed 
to. have families separated, he is 
anxious to have them all rest in his 
stomach at once. ‘It is often the case 
that two or three pounds of oyster 
shells are found in a drum-fish’s 
stomach. 

Third, comes the: sea-star—every 
body knows what a sea-star is, for 
they look just like a star, These stars 
have points, but no legs; and, as they 
do not keep horses and wagons, they 
find it very inconvenient to'go a foot 
—not having any feet—so when they 
wish to travel, they lock themselves 
fast to each other until they form a 
large hill, sometimes ten feet in cir- 
cumference, and permit themselves 
to be driven about by the waves of 
the sea, and roll away, they know 
not, nor care not whither ; but if they 
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happen to roll over an oyster bed, 
they all immediately let loose of each 
other and hug an_oyster, and wrap 
their five points about him, and hug 
him closely, hug him. dearly, until 
the oyster desires him. to stop, and 
just opens his mouth to say, “hold, 
enough,” when the rascally star runs 
a little « nipper”’ down oyster’s nose, 
and he is a * gonner.” 

Fourth, comes man, with dredging 
irons, with scoop, shovels and tongs, 
pulling him, and making him into an 
oyster soup, pie, fry, roast, and so on 
and so forth, eating. him whole, and 
indiscriminately body and soul, with- 
out saving the pieces. Thus it is 
with poor oyster; troubles. beset him 
on every side, and though thousands 
desire to have him, yet none wish to 
be him.— Northern Journal. 


FROM A CHAPLAIN IN ENGLAND, 
Cuatuam, Juue Ist, 1852. 

Dear Sir :—I send you an account 
of a circumstance which was related 
to me by the captain of-a vessel, and 
which may not be altogether unin- 
teresting, seeing it is adapted to en- 
courage ‘those who are engaged in 
this important field of labor. 

One of the Thames’ missionaties 
wished to get on board of a vessel 
bound for the coast of Africa, in or- 
der to distribute tracts and books, but 
the captain was so hostile to anything 
of the kind, that he feared he should 
not succeed.’ He, however, at. last 
consented to allow him, but declared 
he would take none himself. On 
leaving the vessel, the missionary said 
very solemnly to the captain, men- 
tioning his name, “Iam sorry to find 
you an enemy to God.” The Lord 
was pleased to make this an arrow of 
conviction to his heart. Itsunk deep 
and stung him severely all the pas- 
sage out, and as he could get no 
peace of mind, he got his boy to read 
the Bible to him, and it pleased the 
Lord to make this the means of his 
conversion. He returned anew crea- 
turé to Kngland, and declared after- 
wards what the Lord had done for his 
soul, through the instrumentality of 
that simple sentence. 

1am, dear Sir, Your’s truly, © 


/ 
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THE PILOT’S STORY: 
- It was four years ago, last, March, 
aS we were cruising off the Capes, 
having run ont of Hampton Roads, 
just after a hard blow from the eas‘- 
ward w: 8 over us, and the breeze had 
spring up fom the westward. 

_ We were running out under jib and 
mainsail, whe, early in the morning, 
we made’something on the weather- 
bow which looked like a wreck, 
which we knowed in reason it couldn’t 
be; but there-net being any sails in 
sight, and, as we had plenty of time, 
we luffed up to see what it was. 
That’s what people ought always to 
do,. whether they have time or not, 
God knows how many a_poor, fellow 
has stood alone on a. wreck when a 
vessel had passed in plain sight, sup- 
posing it to be abandoned. Ah, yes, 
it was abandoned after that vessel had 
passed on, and the agony of despair 
endured by that poor soul, as the sail 
disappeared in the horizon, was a bal- 
ance in the scale of human joy; and 


wo to all the happiness those cruel, 


careless deserters ever know. Oh! 
I wish.that.people could think of this ; 
for what is the satisfaction of|a few 
hours’ shorter passage, to. that of res- 
cuing a fellow-creature, or of having 
the will todo so, from a miserable 
death. . Yes,.a man who from such 
motives has boarded a wreck, even 
should it prove that there was no one 
on board of her, ean fill.away his 
maintopsail: again, with a feeling of 
greater satisfaction with himself for 


having done his duty, than if the whole. 


world had congratulated him upon 
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having made the shortest passage or 
the most profitable voyage on record. 

However, as we hauled our wind) 
you. see it_was'no'credit to us, it not 
baing out of the way of our cruisé 
Pretty soon we made*it out; it wasa 
vessel. bottom up;:and might be of a 
hundred. and >fifty. tons or! so. She 
was so far under abaft that we could 
not make out' her name; and I don’t 
know as we did it for anything in 
particular, but as the sea was smooth, 
we launched the canoe and went 
alongside, and some of us got upon 
the vessel's bottom. Think of ‘our 
surprise on hearing some one knock- 
ing from the inside! At first we 
thought it might be some of the cargo 
floating, about in the wreck ; but/as 
we listened we heard indistinctly, but 
surely, a human voice. (ie 

Instantly, returning to the boat, we 
procured the few tools that were on 
board—an axe, a hatchet, and a saw 
—and, commenced cutting a hole 
near. the: larboard bow} but in our 
haste the axe went overboard upon 
the first blow, and was lost; and this 


.carelessness, how bitterly was it af. 


afterwards repented of! Well, we 
worked away. with the hatchet and 
the saw, so that ina few moments we 
made a hole in the plank, under 
which we had heard the noise, large 
enough for a person to show his face, 
and: for us to hear from below the 
shout :of joy of those who had hailed 
us as their deliverers. Never were 
men destined'to be more disappointed 
than these poor wretches were. For 


. a few moments they gave themselves 
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up to the delirium of joy, and then— Thus they had been for four days, 
when the awful truth dawned upon ; having found sufficient provisions for 
them, that we, instead of saving them, $ subsistence, but without expectation 
were sending them to a more speedy 2 of release, they had resigned them- 
destruction—there camea contrastno 3 selves to a fate that seemed inevitable. 
pen can describe, nor tongue can tell. | But when they heard the sounds of 
The hole which we, had; made, al- } ‘our footsteps, then they thought their 
though not large enough to extricate ‘preservation sure—but now their dis- 
a man, allowed the air, “which had appointment was the phrenzy of des- 
kept the vessel afloat, to escape, and, } pair. 
to our horror, we saw that the vessel But that captain wasa man! There 
was every minute sinking, we our- } he hung on by the floor timbers, and — 
selves coming nearer to the surface { told his story—gave his name and the 
of the water. names of his crew—bade us goed bye 
We worked with the hatchet and in a firm voice, which only faltered as 
the saw with all the energy men are $ he gave his last message to his wife 
capable of, but could only cut the $ and children. 
plank.. In vain we hacked with our ’ “Put your hand through,” he said 
litttle hatchet upon the close timber 3 to one of us, “and let me kiss it.” 
of the schooner. Our axe, we would } When upon Jand, go to my home, and 
have given worlds for ‘it now; it } let my dear wife put her lips to the 
might have sayed them. But soon 3 same spot, Tell her it is all I can 
they, as well as ourselves, began to 3 send her from here, but that my last 
perceive that all our exertions were } breath shall be a prayer to God for 
useless, and they crowded to the two 3 her and her little one! .And now, 
small apertures we had made, putting ¢ good bye, my kind friends—you have 
through their hands, and seizing ours $ done all you could do for us—God 
with convulsive grasps, will reward you—look to your own 
They cursed the light which had safety.” 
broke upon them the sooner to shroud It was time indeed, lest our canoe 
them in eternal darkness, and then should be swallowed up in the vortex 
they vehentently implored forgive- of the sinking vessel; and, with feel- 
ness. ings to which nothing of wretched- 
Amidst this confusion the captain } ness can compare, we shoved off to 
of the schooner made his way to the ¢ our pilot-boat. 


opening, and, arresting the disorder | In a moment the wreck went 
3 


from beneath, asked of us in ‘a cool ? gown, and the last vestige of those it 
manner and erfectly calm voice, how }. gontained was the arm of her noble- 
much of the hull seemed yet to beout } hearted master, as it seemed to wave 
of water. We told him, and then > ay adieu to us, and to all those of 
heard him communicating the infor- > garth, 
mation to those below, and give. his 
orders to maintain silence, while: he 
related to us his story, which was 
necessarily short. 

They were from an eastern port, 
bound to Charleston, nearly in ballast. 


THEU.S.S .§.SLOOP-OF=W AR 
ST. LOUIS IN A STORDI. 


- The United States sloop-of-war St. 
Tides; D. N. Ingraham, Commander, 
When they were capsized in the late } bound from Tunis ‘to ‘Tripoli, en- 
gale, two men were lost; but most } countered the gale when off the coast 
of them being below, as the schooner 3 of Tripoli, and is believed to be one 
was lying to, they were able, on her } of the few vessels that survived it. Jt 
going bottom up, to get through the is believed that if the gale had lasted 
runscuttle into the hold. ‘The con- } ten hours longer, she too would have 
fined air had held the vessel. up till $ been driven ashore. A letter from 
now; but they had despaired of suc- } one of her officers, published in the 
cor, knowing how improbable it was 3 Delaware Republican, furnishes the 
that the wreck should be seen, or, if 3 following weer account of the 
seen, that any would search for them, $. storm: 
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When about seventy miles from 
Tripoli, the wind freshened, and the 
sharp lightning wasdiscernable some 
distance astern of us, although it was 
moenlight, and but. few clouds to. be 
seen. We had a fair wind, and all 
sail set. About 10 o'clock on. the 
20th, we kad. to take in all sail— 
double reef the. top-sails—and at 12 
o'clock had to close reef the main top- 
sail, and furl the fore and mizen, set 
the storm stay-sail, and heave’ the 
ship to;, the wind blowing on shore, 
made us on a lee shore ; by this time 
there was a heavy sea running and 
drifting us on shore at the rate of 3 
or 4 knots per hour; the gale still 
raging with increased fury all day of 
the 21st. At midnight, it commenced 
thundering and lightning, which in- 
creased so that we had to furl the 
main topsail, and could carry nothing 
but the fore storm stay-sail, and main 
storm stay-sail, both very small sails ; 
the captain called all the officers on 
deck, and battened down the hatches 
fore and aft; all anchors ready for let- 
ting go, and with axes in hand we 
stood ready to cut away the masts. — It 
was a terrifying scene. The berth 
deck was scuttled, the wind blowing 
and roaring so furiously that we could 
not hear each other speak. While 
battening down the after hatch, myself 
and men were almost drowned by the 
force of the water from the lee waist, 
which was under water up to our 
hatches. It was gloomy and dark, al- 
though the moon was up; all officers 
and men drenched with salt water, 
we run life lines along to hold on by, 
all shivering with the cold, and anx- 
ious to see daylight. The gale still 
raging. on the morning of the 22d, all 
‘down hearted, being so near the shore 
in such a heavy ‘gale, (about 18 miles 
from the rocks,) what a solemn 
thought that there we should soon be 
driven by the fury of the storm, as 
she would certainly strike in 8 fathoms 
of water, 

As a last resort, the Captain called 
his officers together, and consulted 
what was best to be done under exis- 
ting circumstances, and they corclu- 
ded, that in order to prevent such a 
sad catastrophe, it was necessary to 
crowd.on all-sail, which they did— 
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close reefing the foresail and main 


topsail’; but it was more than she could 
‘ bear—it put her almost on her beam- 


ends, thus throwing her lee, and lee 
guns all under water, | which ‘forced 
itself up to the hatches ; her main-yard 
almost in the water, when, thanks to — 
an over-ruling Providence, the wind 
shifted all at once, and sucha happy 
set you never saw 3 some of the offi- 
cers clapping their hands and rejoicing 
in the’ prospect of their deliverance. 

I should mention, however, that 
just before the wind shifted, two doves 
lit on the ship, aft, remaining but a 
few minutes, and then disappearing; 
and ina short time the wind in a mea- 
sure ceased, when the birds returned 
to the ship, as ifto encourage the 
hands still to hope for deliverance 
from their perilous situation. If it 
had not calmed when it did, the ship 
St. Louis would have'dashed to pieces, 
and her officers and crew would be 
sleeping their last sleep on the rocky 
shores‘of Tripoli. During the whole 
scene, the Captain acted well. 

The ship finally reached Malta, on 
the 30th of October, encountering 
strong winds and under.doutle reefed 
topsails all the way, having been in- 
jured considerably, and where they 
would have togo to work, and repair 
her as soon as possible. : 

6 ee te 
SEA-SICKNESS, 

At a late meeting of the British 
Association, a paper was read by Mr, 
J. Atkinson, “On sea-sickness, and a 
new remedy for its prevention,” from 
which we make the following extract. 
If it should succeed, it is certainly an 
easy remedy : 

Let a person on shipboard, when 
the vessel is bounding over the waves, 
seat himself} and take hold of a tum- 
bler, nearly filled with water, or other 
liquid, and atthe same time make an 


‘effort to prevent the liquid from run- 


ning’ over, by keeping the mouth of 
the glass horizontal, or nearly so— 
When doing this, from the motion of 
the vessel, his hand and arm will seem 
to be drawn into different positions, 
as if the glass were attracted by a 
powerful magnet.’ Continuing his ef. 
forts to keep the mouth of the glass 
horizontal; let him @d/ow his hand, arm 
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and body to go through. the various 

“movements—as. those observed. in 

sawing, plaining, pumping, throwing a 
quoit,&c., which they. will be impelled, 

without fatigue, almost irresistibly to 

-perform, and be will find that this has 

the effect of preventing the giddiness 
and nau-ea thatthe rolling and. toss- 

-ing of the vessel haye a tendency to 

produce in- inexperienced voyagers. 

_ If the person is suffering from 
sickness at the commencement of the 
experiment, as soon as he grasps’ the 
glass of liquid in his hand, and suf- 
fers his arm to take its course and'go 
through the movements alluded to, he 
feels as if he were performing them 
of his own free will—and the nansea 
abates immediately, and very soon 

-eeases entirely, and! does. not return 
aslong ashe suffers. his, arm and 

«body to /assume the. postures into 
which they seem to bedrawn. Should 
he, however, resist tue free course’ of 
‘is hand he instantly feels a thrill of 
pain of) a peculiarly stunning kind 
Shoot through his head, and experien- 

ces a/sense of dizziness and return- 
ing nausea. From this last. circum- 
stance, the author of the paper infers 
itis probable that the stomach is pri- 
marily affected through the cerebral 
mass, rather than through a disturb- 
ance of the thoracie and abdominal 
viscera ; and he is of opinion that the 
method of preventing » sea-sickness 
just described, (which he has found 
by experience to be effectual) depends 
on the curious fact that the involin- 
tary motion communicated to the bo- 


dy by the rolling and tossing of the > 


vessel are, byithe means he adopts, 
apparently converted into. voluntary 
motion, 


< 
DANGERS OF THE SEA. . 
The recent report of the  Ship- 
wrecked Fishermen. and Mariners’ 
Royal Benevolent Society of Kngland 
states, that during the last winter no 
less than 1,100 vessels were wrecked 
‘on the coast of the United Kingdom, 
Within the past year the Society have 
afforded relief to 624 widowsand aged 
parents, 1,040 orphans, and 3,810 fish- 
ermen and mariners; making a total 
of 5,474 persons suffering from ship- 
wreck, and 39,928 since its formation. 


... DISASTERS. 
» .Monrevinro, January 12. 
\ Thave now to inform you of the 


loss of the barque Herschell, Means, 


master, ina violent: gale 18th’ ulti— 
This vessel had arrived at Colonia, 
from Buenos Ayers when the gale 
commenced. it appears’ that the 
barque ‘after parting her chains, ran 
‘upon the beach, and when the uncem- 
mon high water left her, she-was high 
and'dry. 

Steamer Independence, from San 
Juan del Sud for San Francisco, ran 
ashore on the shoals off Margarita 
Island, Lower California, 16th Feb. 
and backed off with eight feet of wa- 
ter in her hold, when Capt. Sampson 
ran her ashore again to prevent her 
sinking in deep water; here she took 
fire from her furnaces and was totally 
destroyed. While she was burning, 
the powder magazine exploded, shat- 
tering the vessel and making the des- 
truction more fearful and complete. 
One hundred and twenty-five lives 
were certainly lost, and probably more 
—the saved were on the Island fifty- 
six hours, without water or provisions, 
and were finally rescued by some 
whaling vessels from Magdalene Bay. 
Some of the boats of the steamer 
were swamped in the surf. ' 

Whale ship Robert Pulsford, of 
New Bedford, Capt. Corey, went 
ashore on the South side of Christ- 
mas Island, on the 16th Feb, “last,” 
owing to the island being incorreetly 
laid down on the charts, and to. the 
strong and remarkably irregular cur- 
rent thereabout, which during the 
night in question put her fifty miles. to 
the Westward. ; 
~ Whale shi Frances, Swain, from 
Honolulu Novy, 29th, of and for New 
Bedford, is reported by a letter from 
Capt. Cornell, of the Janus, N., B, to 
have been totally lost on the Island 
of Mangea. ' 

Schr. Wm. Bacon, of Wellfleet, 
reported ashore on East end of Cut- 
tyhunk, was from Tangier for Boston, 
Vessel and cargo total loss. 

Gaxveston, March 21, 

The steamer Arthur, Young, from 
_ Brazos River for Galveston, sprung’a 
leak and was run ashore onthe beach 
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sinking state; about 9’feet water aft 
and 5 forward. At last accounts the 
Sea was breaking over the upper deck 
and it was feared the wap would He? a 
total loss, 

» New Orteans, April 6. 

“The: Pacific Mail Steamship’s Cie? 
pany’s steamer Tennessee was totally: 5 
Jost near San Franeisco 12th ult. by 
running: ashore in a fog, . Her pas- 
sengets (600) were ail landed safely. 

Br brig Scotia, from Kingston, J., 
for Cienfuegos, ran ashore near Key 
Briton 20th Mar., and became a total 
loss. 

» Ship Gsborne (of Kennebunk), 
Nowell; from Liverpool for New 
Grleans, struck on Grand Bakama 
Bank 19th March, and became a total 
wreck; crew and passengers arrived 
at Nassau i in safety, 


Ship St. George, of Yarmouth N.S., 
from Glasgow for Boston, i in asinking 
cendition, was fallen in with sth 
March, and the crew taken off by 
barque Eliza at Boston. - 


Br. brig Osprey, from Arecibo for 
Philadelphia, went ashore on Seven 
Mile Beach 29th March, hard on. She 
was tight 3ist, and her cargo in good 
condition, but subsequently bilged and 
filled with water, and wouid probably 
be a total loss. 

A telegraphic despatch from New 
Orleans, of the 18th, states that ad- 
vices from’ Brazil to the 30th March, 
reports’ the loss of the whaling brig 
Gov. Hopkins of Dartmouth, Captain 
Taylor; had been wrecked off the 
river'San Francisco; both vessel and 
eargo would be a total loss, 

Schr. Petrel, of Bath, (perhaps the 
Petrel of Baltioire, which cleared at 
B. 26th ult. for West Indies), was 
fallenin with 29th March, off Hatteras, 
7 ‘the eiaots, at this port. 

Hyannis, April 26. 

Sehr, Benj. H. Field, Nickerson, 
from Boston for Albany, struck upon 
the ledge’of rocks off the Bishops and 
Clerks, in Vineyard Sound, night of 
24th, and has ‘bilged. The vessel 
will protiably become a a total Joss. 

Steamer Albatross, hence for Vera } 
Craz, was wrecked on the night of 
the 16th April. 
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Brig: [sauc Carver, at Montego Bay, 
Ja., from Baltimore, reports having 
‘fallen in, on the 5th, near Cape Hat- 
teras, with the schooner William, of 
and for New Bedford, in a ‘sinking’ 
state: She had four feet of water in 
her hold when the a and crew. 
were taken off. 


Barque Sarah Jane, Stevens, at this 
port, fron Glasgow, reports: 3,.a.m., 
2d April, Highland Lighis N. W. 14 
miles, reports the schooner Ocean 
Nymph, Elwell, of Gloucester, in 
attempting to cross our bow, was. 
struck amidships by us, and sunk— 
alt hands saved in what they stood, . 

Schooner, Avenger, Harding, Py 
and for Rockland, from, Boston, : in, 
ballast, went ashore on Cape Sinall 
Point night 22d April, and will, be 3 
total loss. 

Br. schooner Outlaw, Imlay, saris 
for +Halifax, was abandoned; crew. 
taken off by Bremen brig Bremen, and 
carried to Matanzas, Ist April. — 

The propeller, S: S. Lewis. from 
San Juan del Sud for San Francisco, 
went ashore north of Bolinas Bay 9th. 
April, at 3 o’clock, in the morning ; 
passengers saved, but vessel anil car- 
goa total loss. ads Uy 

Br. barque Seaflower, 1000 tons, 
from Cardiff, March 13th, for. New 
York, was abandoned at sea 4th April; 
in a sinking condition. 

Schrs. Victoria and Surprise, 66 ; 
San Francisco, went ashore at Boli- 
nas Bay during a-southeaster 13th 
April, and the former was — 
wrecked, 

poten em Frasvleling of Prove 
incéetown, Capt..O. F. Allerton, was 
lost night of April. 11th, on Isle-of 
Sal, Cape Verd Islands; crew saved. 


Brio’ Hayti, Cheesman, hence for 
Port-au-Prince, twelve days cut, went 
ashore night April 10th, on the New. 
Reef, Caicos Island, and became a to- 
tal loss. 


‘Ship William and Mary, ‘Stenton. 
of Bath, Me,, from Liverpool for New 
Orleans, with railroad iron ‘and 208 
passengers, struck on a sunken tock 
N, of the Great Isaacs, evening 3d 
_ May, andsunk next morning, Pas- 
sengers saved, except two. m 
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The ship Persian, of Baltimore, 
from Havre for this port, ashore on 


Fire Island, will become a total wreck. 


-Barqne Geo. D. Smouse, of Bos- 
ton, Winchenbach, from. Rockland 
for Galveston, with lime, is reported 


through telegraph gone ashore at 


Owl’s Head, and expected te be a 
total loss. : Gael 
Schooner Marmion, Kent, of and 
from Bangor for Providence, was fal- 
len in with 2d May, Cape Cod S. E. 
20 miles, by schooner Martha Hall, at 
Holmes’s Hole, 4th instant; had 
sprung a-leak Ist instant, filled and 
capsized ; took off the crew, and land- 
ed them at Holmes’s Hole. 

Schooner Van Buren, Jordan, from 
Cardenas 1st May, for Bangor, leaky, 
and in a sinking condition, was fallen 
in with 7th May, and the crew taken 
off, by a brig at Boston, from George- 
town, 8. C. 

‘Brig H. Cousins, Thompson, hence 
for Jacksonville, in ballast, was cap- 


sized 6th May, in'a sudden squall off 


‘ Cape Hatteras. The éaptain and five 
men, composing the crew, took to the 
small boat, and remained near the 
wreck all night, and were picked up 
next day by the brig Georgiana, Gil- 
christ, from Camden, Me., at Savan 
nah. ) 

‘Schooner J. Bernice, of Addison, 
Look, from Philadelphia for Boston, 
was run into 15th May, while at an- 
chor in Delaware Bay, by schooner 
Tamoree, of Bangor, from New Lon- 
don for Philadelpbia, and sunk in 30 
rainutes, 

Schooner Banquet, Swett, at this 
port, from Suffolk, Va., reports: 27th 
May, off Cape May, picked up five 
men, the crew of schooner Daniel W. 
Baker, of Portsmouth, Va., which ves- 
sel had foundered the same day in 
sight of the Banquet. 

Schooner Sarah Ann, of Timber- 
neck Creek, N. J., Capt. Hall, was 
capsized 19th May, in Hampton 
Roads, during a sudden squall. All 
hands saved. 

Brig Lucy Spear (of Rockland) 
Wiley, from Kingston, J., for New 
Orleans, was totatly lost 7th March, 
ona reef about 40 miles west of the 
8. W. Pass of the Mississippi 
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Brig Sarah 8., of St. John, N. Bu, 
Capt. Sulis, from Glasgow for New 
York, was abandoned 8th May. | — 

Ship Quebec, from New Orleans 
for this port, with a full cargo, was 
run into 20th May, at the mouth of 
the ‘Mississippi, by the steam-ship 
United States, from Aspinwall, and 
sunk to her upper decks. i 

Gate on Laxs Erie.—A’ severe 
gale oecurred on Lake Erie 19th May, 
and numerous disasters are reported. 


Schooner Ellington, with railroad 


iron, sunk near Sandusky.—A sunk- 
en vesse} was passed at the mouth 
of Toledo River, and another cap- 
sized in the lake; crew supposed to 
be lost.—The Cleveland Herald, of 
the 20th instant, has the following— 
Early this morning a new fishing ves- 
sel was capsized abont a mile east of 


the harbor—three persons.drowned. 


Ship Elisha Denison, of this port, 


reported, by telegraph, totally lost at 
Galveston. 


Br. brig Scotia, from Kingston, Jam. 
for Cienfuegos, ran ashore near Kay 
of Briton March 20th, and became a 
total loss. 

Barque T. J, Southard,Small, hence 
for Kingston, Jam., 5th April, sprung 
a leak and sunk. 
es 


NOTICE TO MARINERS, 


A letter from Manilla says, that & 
brilliant revolving light has been in 
operation since February 3, on the: 
Island of Corregidor, at the entrance 
of that bay, visible at 40. nantieal 
miles distance, and a fixed light on 
Pulo Caballo, inside the Corregidor, 
visible at the distanee of nine miles, 
A light due of six anda quarter cents 
per ton or all foreign vessels has been 
established. : 


Narracuacus Licur-soust, Mx. 
—A Fixed White Light—To Nar 
raguagus Bay, on the 8S. B. point of 
Pond Island, Me. The light was ex- 
hibited for the fir-t time at sunset on 
Monday, April 18, and every night 
thereafter, from sunset to sunrise. » 

The light is above the centre of the 
keeper’s dwelling, and its centre is 
29 feet above the ground, and 56. feet 
above mean ‘ow water mark. Ie 
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should be visible, in ordinary states of 
the atmosphere, about 125 nautical 
miles from the deck of a vessel 10 
feet above water. 

_ The keeper’s, dwelling, lantern 
tower, and dome of the lantern are 
painted red. 

The illuminating apparatus con- 
sists of seven fixed parabolic reflect- 
ors and argand lamps, 

Compass bearings—From Petit 
Menan lighthouse N. E. by N., dist- 
ant 7 miles. 

From Nash’s Island lighthouse W. 
3-4 N. 6 miles. 

From, Narraguagns Light, Strout’s 
Folly Rock bears S, E. by E. 1-2 E, 
distant 6 3-4. miles, 

-E. point of Black Ledge bears 
8. S. E, 1-4 E. 1 3-4 miles. 

_S. W. point Jordan’s Delight bears 
8. 5-8 mile. 

S. W. point of Trafton’s Island N. 

3-4 E41 1-2 miles. 
By order of the Lighthouse Board, 
. B. Franxuiy, 
Lieut. U. S. Topograph. Engineers, 
Light-house Inspector, 1st District. 
Portland, March 7, 1853. 


Hydrographic Office, Admiralty, 
brent Feb. 19. 

Care or Goon Horzs—Sounxen 
Rock iv Fatse Bay.—The commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty have received 
from*their Naval Surveyor, at the 
Cape of Good Hope, an account of 
the discovery of a sunken rock in 
False Bay, carrying 15 feet water over 
it at low water spring tides, From 
the Roman Rocks it bears by com- 
pass N. N. EK, 1-2 E. about one anda 
half cables lengths, and from the light 
vessel it bears N. N. N.-E. N. one 
cable’s length, 


Sanp Key Licursousr, Frorma 
Reer.—A fired white light varied 
by flashes —This structure now be- 
ing erected, to replace the one des- 
troyed ‘by the hurricane of 1846, is 
situated in the centre of Sand Key, 
Gulf of Florida. It is founded on 17 
iron piles, covering a square of 50 feet 
at the base, and tapering to 20 feet at 
the top. The keeper’s house of one 
story, 38 feet square and 15 feet in 
height, is placed 20 feet above low 
water, and from thence there is a cy- 


lindrical tower 62 feet in height and 
7 in diameter, which leads to the lan. 
tern. The watch room and lantern 
are together 24 feet in height, thus 
a 9 the structure in all 121 feet 
above low water. 

The whole structure is painted of 


. adark color, except the lantern, which 


is white. 
The illuminating apparatus is of 
the fresnel 1st order, and of the char- 
acter called “ fixed, varied by flashes.” 
It shows, for the space of one minute, 
a clear steady light; in every alter- 
nate minute there is a brilliant flash 
of 10 seconds’ duration, preceded and 


_ followed by partial eclipses of 25 sec- 


onds’ duration. 

The focal plane is 110 feet above 
low water: The’ tangent ray will 
strike the surface of the sea 12 nau- 
tical, or 13 87-100 statute miles, and 
the light will be distinctly visible at 
distances beyond this point, propor- 
tionate to the elevation of the observer 
above the surface of the water. From 
an elevation of 15 feet above the leve 
of the sea, it should be'seen at the dis- 
tance of nearly 17 nautical miles. 
The latitude and longitude, as deter- 
mined by the coast survey, are: Jat. 
24 deg. 27 min. 7 sec. 5 N., lon, 81 
deg. 52 min. 3 sec. 5 W. of Green- 
wich. : 

The structure is now in course of 
erection and near completion, and it 
is believed the light will be exhibited 
in all the coming month of June. 
Due notice will be given of the pre- , 
cise day so soon as it can be deter- 
mined upon. m 
By order of the Lighthouse Board, 

Grorce G. Mean, 
Lieut. Top. Engineers. 
Philadelphia, April 29, 1853, — 

Revoivine Licut at Maracor- 
pA Istanp, Pass Cavanto, Texas, 
—A revolving light has been establish- 
ed on the east end of Matagorda Is- 
land, at the entrance to Matagorda 
Bay.’ The tower is painted white ; 
it is 300 yards from the sea beach, 
and 2 1-2 nautical miles W. by N. 
1-2 N. (magnetic) from the entrance 
over the bar. ‘The light is 72 feet 
above the mean level of the sea, and 
revolves once in two minutes and 
forty-five seconds, showing a bright 
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flash, of : fifteen seconds: duration at 
the distance of 12 miles. The: light 
should. be seen. 13 nautical miles, in 
ordinary states of the atmosphere from 
the deck of a vessel ten feetabove the 
water. A few houses bearing N. 3-4 
E, (magnetic) distance six miles from 
the. lighthouse, mark De. Crow’s 
Point, and numerous wrecks in the 
neighborhood of the: bar, indicate the 
approach to the entrance. | The bar 
may be approached with safety with 
the light bearing W.N.W. (magn tic) 
Until in.7 fathoms water, soft bottom: 
After reaching that position, masters of 


vesselsshould either anchor orstand off } 


and.on until a pilotis obtained, taking 
care to keep in not less than 7 fathoms 
water. , As strong. currents prevail 
along this coast, the lead must be fre- 
quently cast.in approaching or run- 
ning along it at night. 

Approximate ‘Position of the 
Light and other: objects..—Light- 
house, lat. 58 deg. 19 min. 30 sec. N. 
lon. from\Greenwich, 96 deg. 22 min. 
W. Pass Cavallo, Blunt, lat. 28 deo. 
24 min. N.Jon, 96 deg. 18 min, W. 
Port Cavallo, Raper, lat, 28 deg. 19 
min. N,,. long. 66: deg. 22 min..W. 
Point. De Crow, Raper, lat. 28 deg. 
24 min. N., lon. 99 deg. 20 min. W. 
_ Fexep Lieut At. Point: IsaBet, 
Brazos Santiago, Trxas.—A fixed 
light was exhibited on the 20th day of 
March last, at. Point Isabel... The 
tower is painted white... It is erected 
on a clay bank or bluff of 25 feet ele- 
vation, and the light is 82 feet above 
the level of the sea,, .Under ordinary 
states of the atmosphere, the) light 
ought to be seen,/14; nautical miles 
from the deck of, a vessel 10 feet 
above water. ~The Jighthouse and 
the large white buildings in the im: 
mediate vicinity to. the northward of 
it, are the most prominent. objects 
seen in approaching Brazos Santiago. 
"ghe intervening land of the Brazos 
and Padre Island is. very) low, ‘and 
does not, prevent objects at Point Isa- 
bel being,scen from seaward © This 
coast should be approached cautiously, 
and the lead should be kept going’con- 
stantly; when approaching: the land 
at night. 
until in 7 fathom water, with the light 
bearing, west by north, (magnetic), 


Masters of vessels may run $ 


. with safety, when they should anchor 


orstand off and on-until a pilot is ob- 


’ tained. The entranca “to the harbor 
- lies between Brazos Saritiago ‘on the 
, south side, and the southern ‘extremity 


of, Padre: Island ‘on the. north’ side. 


, Illuminated arc of the horizon’ 195 


degrees: between N. by’ W., around 
by,east, to S. by W. From Brazog 
Santiago the light bears W. by N. 
(magnetic) distant 3°1-2 miles: © 
Approximate position of the light- 
house.—Latitude 26 deg. 7 min. Ns ; 


longitude from Greenwich, 7 deg. 


16 min. W. 


Pavre Tstaxp- Bracon Licnt— 
Is placed on the southern extremity 


of Padre Island, and north of the.en- 


trance to the Brazos Santiago. Itis 


} constructed of wood, placed on wheels 


and is ‘easily distinguished from other 
objects by day. The keeper’s house 
is about a quarter of a mile from it, 
Approximate position of the beacon 
light—Latitude 26 deg. 6 min. N.; 


12° min. WwW. 
- By order, 
Tuornton A. Jenxins, Sec. 
'. Treasury Department, 
Office L. H. Board, 
Washington Citys March 1, 1858. 


“MISSING VESSELS... 


Schr. Pacalangi, of Provincetown, 
sailed. from. Boston Dec, 14th, for 
Cape Haytien, Sparks, Master. Dee. 
Lith, the P. was seen by Capt: Cook, 
of barque. Susan Jane, = a ly: 
ing to.ima gale. 

The Sunbeam, of and from Prov- 
incetown, sailed Dec. 14th for St. 
Thomas, since which’ nothing has 
been heard from her, 

Schr. Charles Appleton, ‘Somerby, 
of and from Newburyport, Dee: 29th) 
for Norfolk, was’ seen on the 30th 
near Nantucket Shoals, ‘and has not 
since been heard from;:supposed to 
have been lost in the gale of Jan. haat 
and 4th, 

» Behooner Ocean Gran; of Newbies 
port, sailed from’ Prince’ Edward Is- 
land Dee. ‘25th, for Boston, and’ left 
Gut of Canso Jan: 2d, and has" not 
since been:heard from: 8 


} longitade from Grethgich, 97, deg. 


os 
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~ SEAMAN'S FRIEND SOCIETY. 


The twenty-fifth annual meeting of 
the Boston Seamen’s Friend Society 
was held’ in the Musie Hall, on 
Wednesday A. M., at 11° o’clock. 
The attendance, as usual at meetings 
of this popular Society, was’ very 
large. Alpheus Hardy, Esq., the 
President, occupiedithe chair.’.. The 
services were introduced by».a volun- 
tary on the organ, after which prayer 
was offered by Rev. Dr. Chickering, 
of Portland, Me. An abstract of the 
annual report was read ‘by Rev. Mr. 
Bourne. The report.alluded, in com- 
mencing; to the destruction of the 
Church and Home by fire in July 
Jast—and to the experiences growing 
out of. that, affliction. | 

Since occupying their new church 
the congregation has nearly doubled, 
and six have been added to the church. 
For the past few weeks more than 
usual religious interest has been mani- 
fested in the ‘congregation... Since 
the,opening of the new, Home many 
of the former boarders have return- 
ed, bringing others w th them. The 
Home will accommodate’ 150 board- 
ers... The. number has: been, much 
larger. than. was anticipated. , One 
Home, it was happy to observe, acts 
with good influence upon another. 
In one case a crew of 18 sailors came 
consigned from the Home in Calcutta 
to the Home in this city. All the 
rooms were furnished by societies or 
individtats, 88? 


The cost of the new house, includ-. 


ing additional land, was $35,000, on 
which there is a mortgage of $15,- 


f 
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000; cost of the, church,,. $19,300, 
on which there; isa mortgage of, 
$5,000... The rent.of the stores pays’ 
the interest on these mortgages. ‘The, 
managers are now. trying, to .raise/ 
$2,000 or $3,000.to pay off the float-. 
ing debt.. ‘he American Seamen’s, 
Friend Society has received . from, 
Massachusetts, for the past year, $6,-, 
412 19, The remainder of the, re- 
port related to the operations of, the. 
Parent Society, an abstract of which, 
we have before published. ..: ©.» 
After singing, the, meeting was’ 
addressed by Rev. J. H,. Towne. of 
Lowell. He paid a, handsome tribute 
to the memory of an_emixent. friend 
of this cause, Rev. Wm. M, Rogers. 
He could urge some. claim. to.a 
place on the platform, for, he was.a. 
sailor’s son. His. father’s. business, 
was on the mountain. wave; but. he 
now sleeps in its coral depths.., .He 
was educated as a lawyer, but a, 
change of feeling made him a. minis-; 
ter of the Church of Christ,,,and., 
when he made the change. known_to, 
his father, his exclamation, was, ‘ The. 
wish of my life is granted”... ....) 
It wouid be strange if he had no, 
sympathy with the sailor, for he had: 
suffered all that could be. suffered 
from the sea. He had seen a.gallant, 
ship leave port with-as noble a captain 
as a boy ever owned for a father, and. 
saw her come home on her return 
voyage, with her colors drooping at, 
half mast for the loss of that captain, 
and father; and he had seen.the, 
familiar old sea chest brought home, 


while its gallant owner slept in, the. 


bosom of the great deep. 
345 
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He said it was only necessary to 
understand the condition of seamen 
to appreciate the labor of this Society 
for their welfare. There are two 
powers which tend to make up the 
character of men—the will and the 
circumstances by which they are sur- 


roumded. Of most men, it is true,’ 
that they are the creatures of cir- 


cumstances. In the exposures of 
the sailor we find the key to his mor- 
als. He is naturally no more wicked 
than others. These exposures do 
not grow out of his vocation. There 
is nothing in the sea to debase his 
character. 

_ The true cause of his degradation 
is found in his exposures upon the 
land.’ What are these exposures ? 
He lands from his ship a stranger and 
a’ member of a proscribed class. 
Where shall he ¢o; with whom shall 
he’ spend his weeks ashore; what 
shall be his diversions? Here comes 
the pinch. He drew~a life-like pic- 
ture of a young sailor landing for the 
first time, and the despoiling of him 
by the fiends who, in human shape, 
await him in his path. In former 
can there was no remedy for this. 

Sut there is now, and many, many 
hearts are found beating for the wel- 
fare of the sailor boy. 

‘In many lands efforts are being 
made to provide for him protection 
from expostres which would over- 
come the purity of an angel. Of what 
avail are tracts, bethels, and christian 
labors, if the moment the sailor lands 
he is to be seized by harpies and en- 
ticed into dens of infamy? A Home 
is wanted to make all these influences 
effectual. Surely, the work which 
this Society is doing is a good work, 
and a great work. He wished that 
those who had thought lightly of this 
work would go to the institution of 
the Socicty, and withess its work for 
themselves. Its influence is felt 
wherever sailor meets sailor, on sea 
or on shore. Who would not be 
ambitious to be engaged in such a 
work? He concluded with a most 
eloquent appeal to all to encourage 
this work, and submitted the follow- 
ing resolution : 

‘ Resolved, That the establishment of 
proper boarding houses for sailors in 


A 


our maritime ports, is an indispensable 
auxiliary to the other means employ- 
ed for their elevation; and as such 
may justly claim a large share of 
the sympathy and generosity of the 
Christian public. 

Capt. Bartlett, of Plymouth, who 
has spent much time at the Home, 
gave an acount of his experience at 
such institutions in various parts of 
the world. He pronounced the Bos- 
ton Home a “model Home,” and 


-dwelt. upon the happy influences 


which it is exerting. 

Rev. T. L. Cuyler, of Trenton, N. 
J., was then introduced, and address- 
ed the audience in an animated strain 


‘upon the religious interests of the 


sailor. 
Rey. Dr. Chickering, of Portland,. 


-Me., gave an interesting account of, 


the sickness and death of a young 
American sailor at Rio Janeiro, an 
of his conversion in his last hours, 
and concluded with the resolution. 

Resolved, That in view of the 
positive and frequent blessings de- 
scending upon our, sons in foreign 
ports, through the instrumentality of 
American Seamen’s Chaplains station- 
ed abroad, that branch of this: Socie- 
ty’s operations assumes the form and 
presents the claim of a home mzssion, 
in the most intimate and tender sense 
of that phrase. 


The services were then closed 
with the doxology and benediction. 


SAILOR’S HOME, STs JOHN, Ne Be 


We rejoice to learn, from the! 
Morning News, of St. John, N.B., 
that a new Sailor's Home, by the 
energy and perseverance of our Sea- 
men’s Chaplain, has just been opened 
in that port for the accommodation of) 
the 16,000 seamen annually visiting 
that growing city. “ 

“The institution,” says that paper,, 
“tis situated at the lower end of Bri-, 
tain-street, near Reed’s Point. Three. 
buildings have been converted into 
one large hotel (or boarding-house), 
There are at. present accommodations 
for sixty persons; although, upon.a, 
pinch, one hundred could obtain quar-, 
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ters. . Each bedroom contains two 
bedsteatts: as well as chairs, looking- 
glasses, and tables—all of a uniform 
description, and as neat and comfort- 
able as are to be found in most of the 
hotels-in this province, or the United 
States. The house has been newly 
painted and papered from. kitchen to 
gatret. The dining-room, steward’s 

pantry, office, &c., are on the lower 
story. The dining-room contains two 
large tables covered with white cloths, 
and the most fastidious man in the 
world might take his dinner here with 
as much satisfaction as if it were a 
first-class hotel. ‘There is a reading- 
room on the second floor. The kit- 
chen is fitted up on an extensive scale, 
with large fire-places, ovens, cooking- 
stoves, utensils, &c. &c. _ To the 
Rev. Mr. Harris we are chiefly in- 
debted for the undertaking, and its 
final ascomplishment. He has per- 
severed under the most adverse and 
trying circumstances, first in endeay 

ouring to persuade the people that a 
Sailors’ Home was required, and then 
in raising the means in order to se- 
cure and equip the building. Mr. 
Harris has had the laboring oar, and 
his zeal and perseverance, crowned 
with success, bespeak much for his 
heart and resolution. - The Sailor’s 
Home is to be kept by Mr.-and Mrs. 
Joshua Turnbull, a lady and gentle- 
man said to be well-qualified for the 
responsible undertaking. We are 
informed that there are upwards of 
12,000 seamen visiting this port every 
year, together with 4,000 engaged in 
the coasting trade. Surely out of 
this abundance the house ought to be 
kept. constantly filled. A Nautical 
School is to be added to: the  institu- 
tion, as soon as the prospects of open- 
ing one appear to be satisfactory. 
We earnestly trust that the ‘Home’ 
will flourish.” 


———+e 
MOST ACCEPTABLE DONATION, 

“ The donation,” says the Pastor 
“is fromthe native Hawaiian Church, 
at Hilo; and it goes with the alohe, 
(love) pule (prayers,) and makemake 
tkaike (strong desires) of the donors. 
With the hundred» dollars, + please, 
make life members of the American 
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Seamen’s Friend Society, the follow- 
ing persons, viz : 

Rey. Daniel B, Lyman, Hilo, Hawaii. 
Charles Wetmore;M.D.,  “ % 
John Worth, = 
Benjamin Pitman, 


Capt. Nathaniel Fales, Newport, R. 


I., and now commanding op Helen’ 
Augusta, 


One hundred dollars previously re-. 


ceived from thé’ same soutce consti- 
tutes their Pastor, tho Rev. Titus 
Coan, and Rev. Sereno’ E.: Bishop, 
Chaplain to seamen. at Lahaina, Life 
Directors of the American Seamen’s 
Friend Society. 

On the 23d of October, 1819, the 
first mission family embarked on board 


the brig Thaddeus, at Boston, for’ 


these far off isles of the Gentiles. 
“It is proper ro mention here,” says, 


the report of their arrival, “ with ex: ’ 


pressions of gratitude to the Supreme 
Disposer, the astonishing change 
which took. place at the Sandwich 
Islands just at the time the mission- 
aries were embarking at Boston. 

To the surprise of all who were 
acquainted with these islands, the 
government and the people unani- 
mously, or nearly so, determined to 
abandon. their idols, and, to commit 
them, ‘with all the monuments of 
idolatry, to the flames. 

The principal means which Provi- 


dence used to bring about this sur- 


prising result, was the continually re-. 


- peated rumor of what had been’ done 


in the Society Islands, and the con- 


tinually repeated assurance of our sea 


captains and sailors, that the whole 
system of idolatry, was foolish and 
stupid.” 
has been wroughtin a single genera- 
tion ! 
after speaking of his, own, and the 
deep interest of his people in the 


elevation and salvation of seamen, 


the Rev. Mr. Coan adds: 
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And now » what a change: 


Under dste of February 18, 


* 
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_“The Lord still smiles’ upon his ~ 


vineyard here. Much religious in- 
terest emong the natives during the 
past year. . More than 400 have been 
added to the church in seven months; 
=the.whole number is. over 10,500. 
Nearly, half of these, however, are 
dead. Our church has. contributed 
$1, 500 or $1,600 quimng the. past 
year.” ij 

~No aie) that this i is.a pceirioiell 
people for it is. written, “He that wa- 
tereth shall be watered also himself.” 


t ii e 
PANAMA CHAPLAINCY: 
p THE SCOTCH SAILOR. 


, Some time since I promised for the 
Magazine, an account of a Scotch 
sailor who died here,, but, till now, 
have not had time to give it. His 
case illustrates both the benefits and 
defects of that system of religious 
training which is often charged upon 
Scotch, Presbyterians, viz.,a thorough 
catechetical religious education and 
diligent use of the means of grace. 
with less inculeation of personal piety, 
as if the object.of a religious educa- 
tion.were rather to make the mind 
well informed on the ssubject of reli- 
gion than to bring the heart into sub- 
jection to it. Such had been the ef- 
fect of his early training. 

His name was James Robertson. 


I give it, in the hope that his friends, 


(whose residence he did not tell me,) 
may thus hear something of his end. 
He had been a sailor. for many 
years (he was about ‘forty years of 
age,) and, for a part of the time at 
least, had gone without restraint in 
the way of almost all evil. 
~T found him in the hospital with a 
broken arm, suffering little in body 
and quite easy in mind,—but he had 
been well trained, and was familiar 
with the’Bible. He conversed frank! y) 
and proved to be perfectly orthodox 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


in sentiment, but very hard to be af- 
‘fected by the application of the truth. 
He acknowledged all but felt. nothing; 
he confessed himself a-heinous sin-" 
ner, but had very little’ idea of the ill 
desert of sin. ©. This continued during 
several visits, till I became convinced. 
that he was too familiar with truth ; 
i. e., the most solemn truths weré so* 
familiar that they had no meaning to 
him. At length I succeeded in turn- 
ing his eyes on himself. Taskedhim 
‘to. take the prayer, “ thy will be done,’ 
and with it test his own heart; to ap- 
ply it at his leisure to his heart and 
life, and see if he could honestly pray 
that God’s will might be: done abso= 
lutely in regard to his whole being: 
He promised to doso, and when I saw: 
him again he confessed he could not 


‘so pray, and now he began to see 


that.in his heart he hated God. From 
this time he became more and more 
serious, read his Bible much, prayed 
and sought instruction, and I began 
to indulge much hope of a good issue. 
Buty suddenly, he left the hospital, and 
went I knew not whither. I expected 
to meet him next at God’s bar, and. 
rejoiced that I had been enabled to be 
faithful to him. 


But this expectation was not real- 


. ized. After some months had elapsed, 


[ found him in the hospital again, ill 
with a dangerous disease, that gave. 
him much bodily pain, but left his 
mind free to act. 1 anxiously In- 
quired his spiritual state. It was 


nearly the same as when J lost sight 


of him before,—he was inquiring, pa- 
tient of instruction, and painfully con- 
scious that he was not reconciled to 


' God; this anxiety was increased by 


the fear that he might not survive 
jong.’ I made no attempt to remove 
his anxiety, but rather to fix his mind 
om his ill desert in the sight of God. 
He became deeply distressed by what 
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ie wens 
_seemed to be trne conviction for sin. 3 \case. He did not triumph over 
He talked of his early education, the $ death, and, if he had, it would not 
_good’ instruction he had enjoyed and} much strengthen my hope for him,— 
misused, the prayers of his pious pa- 3 such exercises are not reliable,—nor, 
rents, and the instructions of the sanc- } indaed,are any deatlh-bed experiences. 
tuary, and, in view of all these privi- } But I have much confidence in the 
leges, placed side by side with his § prayers of his pious parents, which 
wicked course since, he could not be- $ never ceased while they were. mor- 
lieve that God would have mercy on 3 tals;.and then he was so. well-inform. 
him. He would assent promptly to ed, that there was less danger of self- 
the representations of the all-suffici- § deception in his ease, especially as he 
ency of Christ's sacrifice, but his sins + ¥*S sag Labo ee of his own Siete, 
were too great to be forgiven. and had ry Motive to SINCEMMY,. 
"At lenath be, waa-anshieth to look His faith in Christ was less joyous, 
to Christ, and believe him ‘both able Hramne)ear ind palms 4 ie glad me 
pas : not I, but the Heart’ Searcher, is to 
and willing to accept even such a SiN- § be his judge, yet T cannot but hope 
ner as he, and clothe him.with his own that in the last great day, this son of 
righteousness ; and, from this moment, 
he had peace of mind,—not constant, 
however, for sometimes the old feel- ¢ 
ing would return—*I am too great a 
sinner to be forgiven.” But this 
would last only for a few moments, 
when his eye would rest on Christ 


the sea will be found in the haven of 
rest. J. ROWELL, Chaplain. 
Panama, Mayr2, 1853. ' 


VALPARAISO CHAPLAINCY. 


My Dear Brorxer;—Thinking 


again. it may be of interest to their friends, 
: : I have taken the following list of the 
Certain texts, whieh declare that } names of the inmates of thé Atmeri- 
every sin shall be punished accord- } can Hospital at this port. They are 
ing to its deserts, once caused him to } nineteen in all. None of them ap- 
waver, till he was. reminded that ; Pear _to be dangerously ill ‘They 
Uhriek stood. hciweed.iiite andthe 3 Mo William Parker, of Northampton 

ial ‘ ji County, Va.; Augustus Campbell, of 
law, and then his doubts vanished. Elizabethtown, N. J.; John Hatkens 

He had been greatly tormented by 


, 
fear of death, but now this fear left 


of Boston ;) William Hogan, of Pa.3 

John W. Green, New York State; 
him, and he rather desired to. depart 
to be with Christ. But this also was 


Anthony Hale, of Newburyport, Mass; 
not constant; occasionally his fears 


James Chambers, of New York city 5. 
Dwight Field, of Northampton; John 
would trouble him, but never long. 
For nearly all the time, he had 


Parker, New York city; Charles 
comforting views of Christ, and it was 


Osen, from the Western’ Islands} 
William Barter, of Liverpool; A. F. 

only a deep sense of his sin that inter- 

rupted his peace at all. 


Hammer, of Baltimore; James 'T. 
His peace of mind gradually 


Flogg, of Portland, Me. ; John Mont- 

gomery, of Concord; James Field, of 
strengthened as his strength wasted 
away, and at last he died, professing 


Boston; James Conley, of Maine ; 
faith in Christ alone. 


Peter Parsel, of New York city; 
Thomas Collins, of Oswego; Harvey 

He did not give so good evidence 
of conversion as‘I could wish, vet, on 


Hunt, of Boston. ; 
The want of a Sailor's Home is_ 
the whole, hope predominates in his 


felt here now even more than cver. 
It would prove a great blessing for 
this coast, and all seamen on It, af 
some such asylum could be provided. 


& 


bes 
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consist in finding a really good man, 
suitable to take charge of such, an 
establishment. 

' Lately we have had the Rev. Mr. 
George H, Nobbs, passing some weeks 
with us. This. gentleman has. been 
since 1825, the instructor of the 
people of Pitcairn’s Island. He was 
a seaman in the earlier years of his 
life; although not a common’ sailor. 
He was an officer in the Navy of this 
country. for several years, having 
entered it in 1815. He has _ lately 
visited England, having been aided in 
going thither by the. present British 
Admiral on this station, Fairfax 
Moresby, Esq.. in order to be ordain- 
ed. To-morrow he returns to: Pit- 
cairn’s Island in the .Admiral’s. ship. 
He has preached for my congrega- 
tion twice, and that very acceptably. 
He went to that island originally to 
be ‘their teacher, and now returns to 
spend and end his days there. 

Three or four young officers of the 

British Navy have lately been with 
me—they have attended the prayer 
meetings, with evident satisfaction, 
as well as the chapel on Sunday 
evening. They have procured from 
me also a large number of the volumes 
of the Tract Society, and those. of 
the Presbyterian Board. to take with 
them on board for their own reading, 
and to distribute among the crews of 
their ships. 
A. few days ago a list of such 
volumes. was ordered by a young 
officer who was here at one time, and 
is now near Vancouver's Island. 

I have disposed of a very good 


"number of those same volumes lately 


to a shopkeeper here, who buys them 
to sell again. He has already put a 
great many of the Tract Society 
volumes into circulation. 

_The same man has likewise pur- 
chased many copies of the scriptures 
in various languages. This very day 
he has taken about thirty copies, I 
am remitting proceeds of Bible. dis- 
tribution by this mail to the Bible 
Society to the amount of a hundred 


~ dollars since October last. 


A pious ship master met me to,day, 
While I was absent in 1859, he lay 
here with his ship several months, in 
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the deepest anxiety of mind for the 


salvation of his soul, and as he had 


no one to whom to leok for counsel, 


he was almost in despair. However, 
he was at length enabled to see how 
God could be just, and yetjustify such 
as had sinned. He saw and believed, 
and had peace in believing. 

I understand that at the port of 
Talcuhuano there are now present 
twenty-five whalers. . 

As to our chapel we are still un- 
decided. We have not succeeded in 
getting a suitable site. We have 
some prospect now, but there is 
nothing that we can be sure of. May 
the Lord open some door for us, so 
that we may have a fitting place in 
which to worship him, 

Yours, truly, 
DAVID TRUMBULL, . 
Seamen’s Chaplain. 
Valparaiso, April 10, 1853. 


We learn from the New-Bedford 
Shipping List that the number of 
ships and barques engaged in. the 
whale fishery, belonging to the United 
States, was, on Jan. 1, 1853, 599; - 
brigs, 30; schooners, 32: aggregate 
tonnage, 206,286. The. past -year 
there has been an addition of 41 ships 
and barques and 3 brigs to the whal- 
ing business, and a diminution of 3 


schooners, and an increase in the ag- 


gregate of tonnage of 12,276. Of 
these 307 ships and barques, 3 brigs 
and 1 schooner, tonnage 104,005, are 
owned in New Bedford: and 49 of 
the former, tonnage 16,542, in Fair- 
haven. 

ES PS 


EXTRA PAY FOR SEAMEN, 


All the officers and seamen who 
served in the Arctic Expedition or in 
the United States Squadron. on ihe 
coast of California and Mexico are 
entitled to extra pay under the acts. of 
Congress of 1852 and 3, 

All seamen having claims of this 
kind, can have them attended to by 
calling on W. H..F. Gruley, No, 14 
Wallstreet, up stairs. 
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Greount of BLomwys. 
From May 15th to June 15th 1853. 
Directors for Life by the Payment 

of Fifty Dollars. 


Rev. Titus Coan, Miss'y., by 
Native Church, Hilo, 8.1, 
(amt. previously recd.) 

Rev. S..E. Bishop; do dodo, ” 

Edwin Van Antwerp, Newark, 
N, J. (amt. ack. below. 

Rey. John Johnston, by First 
Pres...Church, Newburgh, 
N.-¥; (balance) 

Capt. Fred. R. Meyer, by Dr. 
Ritter, N. Y. 

Rev. Eurotas P. Hastings, by 
Wm. E. Dodge, N. Y. (amt. 
ack. below.) 

Capt. Nathaniel Webber by 
do. do. (amt. ack. below) * 
David Hoadley, New, York, 

(amt. ack. below) 

C. R. Robert, do do do. 

Moses L. Hale, Boston, by a 
Brother, N.Y. 

Rev. John C. Stockbridge, by 
Mrs. Arnold and Daughter 

_ Providence, (amt.ack.below. 


Members for Life, by the Payment 
of Twenty Dollars. 


Rev. David B. Lyman, by Na- 
tive Ch., Hilo 8S. L 20 
Charles Wetmore mM. p. do 
do do. 20 
John Worth, do do do, 20 
eee Pitman, do do do, 20 
Capt. Nath’l Fales, do do do, 20 
Lewis C. Grover, Newark, 
N, J. (amt. ack, below.) 
* Rev. Charles Tenney, Chester, 
N. H., by Miss M. Overa- 


39 64 


50 00 


50 00 


00 


00 
00 
00 
00 


ker, Walnut Hills, Ohio, 20 00 
Capt, Nathan Briggs, by Seam. 
~ Frd. Soc., Sippican, Mss. 20 00 


bon Dinsmore, by Firs: Pres, 

Ch. Williamsburgh, N. Y. 20 69 
George W. Edwards, do dodo. 20 69 
Mrs. Adaline H.. Cutter, by 

Ladies’ Benef. Soc’y,Lever- 


eit, Mss. 20 00 
Jacob Johnson, by Central 
Pres. Ch. Newark, N. J. 20 34 


Jonathan Pierson, do do do. 20 35 
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David Price, Newark, (amt. 
ack. below.) 
Tsaac N. Rankin,. do.» dow, 
Mary E. Lathrop, Rahway, ~ 
N. J. viv John B. Vermilye, 
do do. 

Miss Mary E. Cross, by Mrs, 
Palmer, do do. 

William W. Wickes, Brook-: 
lyn, N. Y. 

Rev. Ambrose Smith, by First 
Cong’l. Soc’y, Boscawen, N,* 

20.00 


- 


25 00 
ov 


Joseph B... Joy, NW. ¥: (amt. 
ack. below.) .. 

A. Booth, do do. 

Robert Voctinn, do do. 

Henry M. Dutton, do do, 


Miss Sarah B. Chittenden, by 
Mrs. Sarah Griffing, Guil- 
ford, Ct., (amt. prev. ack.) 

Deacon Hezekiah Selden, by 
S. School of Cong’l Soc’ ys 
West Hartford, Ct. 

Thomas J. Wardwell, Provi- 
dence, bya Friend, (amt. » 
ack. below.) i 

Benjamin Hoppin 3rd, Salem, 
Mss., by B. Hoppin, Provi- 
dence, (amt. ack. below.) 

Edwin M. Snow, Mm. Di, by. Jna, 
Pike, Providence, (amt. ack, 
below.) 

J. Frank Slater, by H. N. Sla- 
ter, Providence, (amt. ack. 
below.) 

William El iot Arnold, by R. J. 
Arnold, Providence, (amt. 
ack, below.) 

Deacon James Boyce, Provi- 
dence, (amt. ack. below.) |» 


22 00 


Miss Nancy Emerson, Middle- b ca 
brook, Va. a5 00 


Mrs. M. E. W. Emerson, Mid. 
dlebrook, Va., by Miss N. 


Emerson. 25 00 


Rev. Abram Jenkins jr., by 

Cong’l, Soc’y, Fitzwilliam, 

N, H. 0 00 
John Whittemore, Fitzwilliam, 

N. H., (in part.) 10 00 
Rev. Luther lepers ot 

Troy Trin‘n, Soc’y, N. H. ce 


(in part.) 


Miss M. H. Alden, by her Pas- é S 
ie 


tor, 20 00 
Mrs. Clarissa Anderson, by 
. Cong. Soc, Manchester, Vt. 33 16 


bi 
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Joseph W. Burnham, “Man. '«  Jaadies’ Bethel ‘Society, ‘ 
chester, Vt., Newburyport, Mss., to 


‘by his moth 


er. 

Rev. Cyrus Hudson; 
Soc’y, Dorset, Vt. 

Experience Barro 
Vt. 

Rev. Isaac J ennings, by Corig’l 


” 20 00 


20°00 | 


purchase Bethel Flag 

‘for - Port of Callao, 

Per 20 00 
€ pal oP & Soe’, Green- | 

field, N. H. % 8 00 

“SCon:.Soc. , Augusta, Me. 20 08 


“ Con. Soc. , Yarmouth, kt 15 61 
“ Bapt. Ch. & Soc. 6 50 
“ Con. Soe., Phippabiing - 8 80 — 


oon 8 E. pe SM AV 15 


ao 


$3,009 67 


Sailor’s Home New York. 
For Repairs and F urnishing. 


it 


“ 


C., Mansfield Cen., est 
‘Cone’ Society, Wood- 


Pres. Church: Catskill, 
N. Y. (in ‘part) 
| Ori’ be ‘Prentice, Easton, 


pow 
A’small Female 8. 8. 


stock, Ct., (balance)” 

Lather Jackson, N. Y. 
Park Place Pres: ‘chs 
Newark, N: J. 

x Friend, ‘Newburgh, 


m= bo bo oo . 


Navy: 50 
Ps ‘Allen, 8. Hadley, Ms. 5 
Life Member in Hamp-| 


shire county, Mss, ‘10 
Thitd Presb. Church, 
Newark, Nu J. 163 


Pres. Ch,,.S. Third st., 
Williamsburgh 64 
C. Bowen, MW’ ipelier, Vt 2 
Waldboro,’ Me. 19 
14th Pres. Church. N.¥. 400 
First R. Dutch C.,B’klyn 71 
Howe. Schenck, Rio’ 
Janeiro, Brazil, 
Plymouth Ch), Rev. Mr. 
Beecher’s, B” klyp,N.¥.160 
Gentlemen's Ben, Soe’y, 
Northampton, Mss. 
Cong’ S 


20 


123 
S..Trumbull, Ct, 14 


“Ben. Cong’ | Soc., Proy- 


idence, R. I. 263 


aw Members High st. Ch. 


Prov, R. I (in part) 19 


52 


‘101 


First Bap..Ch., Do., “ 
~ Soha? 8 :B. Ch, Do.“ 


eal Soc., Do. 4 


325 
112 
44 
13+ 
20 


Soc’y, Bennington, Vt ee CF 
Rey. Henry W. San Tso, by 
; «Cong! Soc! y> llingford, 
"Vt. 22 20 
Rev. Tostat B. Clark, by Con. 
“Soe’y, Clarendon, Ve 20 09 
Donations: 
From Female 8. F. Soc’y, Ist 
Parish, N’hampton, Mss. 37 84 


00° 


13 


00, 
00° 


25 
00 


Rev. 


R.L. & A. Stuart, N.Y. $100 00 


KE. J. Woolsey, ce 

Miss Bedient, of Trumbull, Cr 
for destitute seamen, 1 pair 
sheets, 1 do. pillow cases.- 


50 00 


Money received into the Treasury 
of the Boston Seamen's 4 


Society. 


Mr. Perry’s Fatnily’ 
School (Pepperell),to consti- 
tute James B. Thompson a 
Life Member 

Ch, & Soc., N. Amherst 


$20 00 


48 BL 


To constitute Rev. G. Fisher ~ 


and Mrs. Harriet B. Fisher 
Life Members 
Seamen’s Friend Society in 
Groveland, box of clothing, 
and $8 to constitute Mary 
-G. Hovey Life Member 


“0.35 


Hatfield (additional) 
. Village Church in Dorchester 16 17, 
Ch. and Soe. in Harwich, Rey. 
Mr. Wilder's, 18 65 
’ Mr. Lord, Nerth Truro,’ 2 00, 
Benevolent Soc., Enfield 105, 00 
A Friend, deceased > 2 00 
es Church in Dorchester, Bi ‘ 
Mr. Means 71 85 
Winthrop Church and Soé. in te 
Charlestown 101, 82 
Rev. Mr. Sabin’s Soc, Tem- 
~ploton 21° 50. 
-Rev. Mr, Perkins’ Soc. Phil 
lipston 14 70 
Thdividuals in Munson, Mss. 8 00, 


Rev. James Hobart, Berlin, Vt: 20 00° 
a ke 8. W. Hangs, He 


